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SUBJECT

AN ORDINANCE relating to public records; specifying procedures for ensuring compliance by members of county boards, commissions and committees with state public records laws including chapters 40.14 and 42.56 RCW; and adding a new section to K.C.C. chapter 2.28.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0612 provides new policy direction for the implementation of best practices related to compliance with the state Public Records Act, for members of county boards, commissions and committees.

BACKGROUND

King County has 49 active citizen based boards, commissions and committees with 560 positions, of which 466 are currently filled with appointed members[endnoteRef:1].  These groups are generally comprised of unpaid citizen volunteers who willing serve the purpose of providing advisement and oversight on a variety of issues of importance to the county. [1:  Each citizen based board, commission and committee has unique enabling legislation.  Some require a specific number of members while others are more flexible and require the total number of positions not exceed a maximum amount.  As such, many of the county’s boards, commissions and committees are fully functional with less membership than the maximum amount.] 


ANALYSIS

County boards, commissions and committees fulfill basic government functions on behalf of the county and as such have been interpreted by the state Attorney General’s Office as subject to the Public Records Act outlined in RCW 40.14 and 42.56.  As such the records of the county’s boards, commissions and committees are subject to retention and potential disclosure.

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0612 was drafted to provide new policy direction for the implementation of best practices related to compliance with the state Public Records Act, for members of county boards, commissions and committees.  Proposed Ordinance 2010-0612 amends King County Code, Chapter 2.28 by adding the following new requirements:
1. The executive shall provide all members of county boards, commissions and committees with county-managed email accounts for use by members in the performance of their duties on behalf of the county.
2. The Public records officers shall provide training (in consultation with legal counsel) either in person or by video for all members of county boards, commissions and committees regarding their public records responsibilities and obligations.
a. This training shall be provided to all existing members by March 31, 2011, and thereafter to all new members of county boards, commissions and committees at the commencement of service.
3. All members of boards, commissions and committees shall certify in writing their acknowledgment of their completion of training and their commitment to comply with these laws.

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0612 is expected to increase understanding of Public Records Act obligations with members of county boards, commissions and committees, ease the burden of compliance on members by providing county-managed email accounts and reduce undue risk to the county by implementing these best practices.

COUNCIL PRIORITIES

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0612 is aligned with the Council Priority of Trust in Government by improving transparency, accountability and accessibility in its public engagement process with citizen boards, commissions and committees.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Ordinance 2010-0612
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