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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

REVISED STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  6
DATE:   March 5, 2007
PROPOSED NO:  2007-0147
PREPARED BY:  Anne Noris

SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE relating to council rules and order of business; amending Ordinance 11683, Section 3, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.025, Ordinance 11683 ,Section 4, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.035, Ordinance 11683, Section 9, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.085, Ordinance 11683, Section 15, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.145, Ordinance 11683, Section 24, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.235, Ordinance 11683, Section 26, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.255 and Ordinance 13982, Section 29, and K.C.C. 1.24.320 and repealing Ordinance 1043, Section 1, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.28.010 and Ordinance 12165, Section 10, and K.C.C. 1.28.020.
SUMMARY:  This ordinance proposes changes to K.C.C. chapter 1.24, which codifies the rules of procedure adopted by the council. There are two types of changes: (1) clarification of some provisions and (2) proposed changes recommended by the chair of the council.    
BACKGROUND:  Ordinance 11683 (K.C.C. chapter 1.24) was adopted in 1995 when the Council membership changed from 9 to 13.  In 2000, the Council adopted Ordinance 13982, reflecting technical changes, rule clarifications and changes to reflect the actual practice of the Council.  Since 2000, the Clerk and Legal Counsel, together with the Code Reviser, have conducted a running review of the application of the rules.  After the Charter was amended to decrease Council membership from 13 to 9, the review was extended to include sections relating to vote counting.  A further review was undertaken after the council reorganization in January, 2007.
DISCUSSION:  The scope of the changes falls into the following categories.  Changes to each section are detailed in Attachment B, a section-by-section analysis of the proposed ordinance.  

Clarifications


The proposed ordinance contains clarifications to some existing rules. The three most significant clarifications are:
· Rule 4: sets out the time and place of regular council and committee meetings.  These changes were removed from the organizational compilation and placed in the Rules.
· Rule 4 and Rule 15: add to the council rules attendance, location and quorum counts in an emergency.  These two changes come from K.C.C. chapter 1.28, "Council Business During Emergency or Disaster", which is being repealed.  
· Rule 9: sets forth the policy of holding legislation for one week unless expedited at the request of the committee chair, which was set out by the chair in a 2006 memo.

Chair Proposed Changes


The proposed motion contains four proposed changes recommended by the council chair. These proposals are:

· Rule 3: adds vice-chair of employment and administration as the third in line to act as acting chair during a council meeting and names the vice-chair of employment and administration as the councilmember who would introduce a motion of censure against the chair.
· Rule 15: reinstates 1 as the number of members necessary to request a roll call vote (this was number when the council last had 9 members).
· Rule 24: clarifies disposition of recordings of both council and committee meetings and changes to 2 years the time recordings shall be kept in the clerk's office (this is a request of the county archivist).

· Rule 32: requires that organization compilation be posted to the Internet.
ATTACHMENTS:  
A.  Proposed Ordinance 2007-0147



B.  Section-by-Section Analysis of Proposed Ordinance 2007-0147
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