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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0467 would approve the City of Kent (“City”) 2011 Water System Plan (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  The City of Kent’s water system provides service to the City and unincorporated areas as well as areas in the City of Auburn.

BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that the plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.



UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF KENT 2011 WATER SYSTEM PLAN 

The UTRC has finalized its review of the Plan.  The UTRC found the Plan to meet the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area  The water service area includes the City of Kent as well as limited additional unincorporated areas within King County as well as areas within the City of Auburn.  The boundaries were established under the Coordinated Water System Plan for South King County.  The service area extends over about 24 square miles, 20 of which are within the incorporated city limits.  The service area is generally bounded on the west by Interstate 5, on the east by 124th Ave SE, on the north by S. 180th St., and on the south by S 277th St.  The City’s service area is bordered on all sides by adjacent public water systems and no service area changes are anticipated.  

Facilities  The water distribution system consists of over 270 miles of water mains, eight storage reservoirs with a total capacity of 21 million gallons, and six primary pumping stations.  The water system is divided into five primary pressure zones based on service area elevation.  The primary water supply sources for the City are Clark Springs, Kent Springs, East Hill Wells, and the Tacoma Second Supply Pipeline connections.  Seasonal or supplemental water supply sources are provided through other City-owned groundwater wells.

Growth  Current annual water consumption is nearly 2.7 billion gallons, with average day demands of approximately 7.5 million gallons per day, and peak day usage estimated at approximately 13.75 million gallons per day.  Water demand by 2030 is expected to approach 3.6 million gallons annually, or approximately 9.9 million gallons per day.  Of the total 13,700 current connections, 11,500 are residential, and 2200 are nonresidential.  

System Improvements  The CIP identifies the need for $75.5 million in water system improvements.  The plan estimates that $18.8 million in pipeline improvements are required to improve the transmission and distribution system to meet current and projected levels of development and required fire flow.  Of that amount, about $5.5 million in improvements have been identified as City renewal and replacement projects.  The remaining $15.5 million is expected to be required to serve new developing or re-developing properties and financed by developer extensions.  A rate evaluation is being undertaken concurrent with plan review, and a revised rate structure is anticipated, including a conservation program supported by rate incentives.  An update of connection charges is recommended as well, to ensure that new development pays its share of general facility improvements.  

SEPA  The City issued a SEPA Determination of Non-Significance for the Plan on June 4, 2012. There were no appeals.  

ATTACHMENTS

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2013-0467 without attachment of the City of Kent 2011 Water System Plan, which is available upon request.
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