ATTACHMENT 2
Attachment 2. High Capacity Transit Planning Chronology[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Source: abridged from  http://www.soundtransit.org/About-Sound-Transit/News-and-events/Reports/System-planning
] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Feb 1968 and May 1970 Forward Thrust transit proposals 
Forward Thrust bond measure for King County voters dedicated to financing a $1.15 billion rapid rail and bus transit system fails to receive the required 60% super-majority vote.  Second measure to finance revised $1.32 billion rail and bus system again fails at the ballot.

Mar 1987 Regional Transportation Plan amended to include rail transit
The Puget Sound Council of Governments (formerly Puget Sound Governmental Conference) amends its federally required Regional Transportation Plan to incorporate recommendations for rail transit in the north, south and east transportation corridors.

Aug 1987 Commuter rail deemed feasible for serving South King County
Initial evaluation of potential commuter rail service on existing tracks in the Green River Valley of South King County concludes such service is feasible and should be analyzed further.

Apr 1990 Legislature enacts High Capacity Transit Act
Legislature establishes planning criteria, provides funding and provides local-option taxing authority for high capacity transit. Legislation calls for establishing the Joint Regional Policy Committee to oversee regional transit planning. State Growth Management Act is enacted, requiring coordination between land use and transportation planning.

Aug 1990 Regional planning entity - the JRPC - is formed
The Joint Regional Policy Committee (JRPC) is formed through an interlocal agreement among the Pierce, King, and Snohomish county transit agencies to coordinate regional transit planning.

Mar 1992 Regional Transit Authority required
The Legislature calls for creation of a three-county Regional Transit Authority. The RTA is to be formed upon adoption by the participating counties of a regional transit system plan.

Jul 1993 Three county councils vote to create RTA
Snohomish, Pierce, and King county councils vote to participate in the Regional Transit Plan and create the Regional Transit Authority to move it forward.

Mar 1995 Voters reject Phase One transit proposal
Regional voters turn down the Phase I proposal (46.5 % yes; 53.5% no)

Nov 1996 Region's voters approve Sound Move proposal by 56.5 - 43.5%
The Sound Move plan is approved district-wide, winning a majority in the portions of each of the three counties within the RTA district. The vote authorizes a local 0.4% sales tax and 0.3% MVET tax to finance construction and operation of the regional transit system.

Sep 1999 ST Express begins regional bus service
The first nine of 18 planned new ST Express bus routes offering limited-stop express service begin regularly scheduled service.

Apr 2000 Agreement reached for transfer of the Downtown Seattle Transit Tunnel to Sound Transit
King County, the City of Seattle and Sound Transit announce an agreement for the transfer of the existing Downtown Seattle Transit Tunnel to Sound Transit in 2004 for conversion to light rail use.

Sep 2000 Sounder commuter rail begins serving the public with trains between Tacoma and Seattle
Sounder inaugurates its first service for the public with two trains each direction between Tacoma and Seattle daily, carrying more than 1,100 passengers on its first day in service.

Jun 2002 Tunnel agreement signed
Sound Transit, King County and the City of Seattle approved an agreement that defines the terms and conditions for the joint operation of trains and buses in the Downtown Seattle Transit Tunnel.

Oct 2003 State Supreme Court rules I-776 is constitutional
The Supreme Court overturns a lower court ruling and says that the Motor Vehicle Excise Tax initiative is constitutional.

Mar 2006 State Legislature requires joint roads & transit ballot
The Washington State Legislature passes a bill requiring Sound Transit and the Regional Transportation Investment District (RTID) to jointly develop a ballot measure that would include both road and transit improvements.

Dec 2006 Supreme Court ruling on MVET
The Washington State Supreme Court rules that Sound Transit can continue collecting its 0.3 percent motor vehicle excise tax until the agency's 30-year bonds are retired in 2028. Although the MVET tax was cancelled by voters following passage of I-776 in 2002, Sound Transit had already issued the bonds in 1999.

Nov 2007 Proposition 1 defeated
Voters in the Sound Transit District defeat Proposition 1, also known as the Roads & Transit plan. The plan would have added 50 miles of new light rail and made improvements to major roadways throughout the region. The measure is defeated 56 percent to 44 percent.

November 2008: Voters of the Central Puget Sound region approve the Sound Transit 2 ballot measure
The plan includes:
· Express bus expansions: 17% increase in bus service beginning in 2009
· More commuter rail service: 65% more Tacoma-Seattle commuter rail capacity
· Expanded light rail system: 36 new miles, creating a 55-mile light rail regional system
· Easier access for transit riders: Improves access and parking throughout the region



