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Revised Aging Services Funding Policy

Section 1.  Senior Centers

· Senior centers will be funded in order to provide access to a range of needed services for elderly residents of unincorporated areas of King County.
· Continued funding of senior centers funded in 2001 by King County will be contingent on these centers meeting the following criteria:
· The center is located in a municipality where there is unincorporated territory adjacent to its boundaries, or the center is located in an unincorporated area.
· At least 10% of those using the senior center in 2002 are residents of unincorporated King County.  
· In 2003 and subsequent years, Senior Centers shall meet unincorporated service targets which will be developed using existing service levels and a weighted formula using the relative densities of the senior population in incorporated and unincorporated areas served by each senior center, based on the most recent census data.  Senior Centers shall participate with King County in the development and periodic review of these targets.
· Senior centers in cities of more than 12,000 shall receive support from one or more of the municipalities served.  Municipalities operating senior centers may use County funds for outreach, transportation and other needed services to provide seniors with access to a broad range of services according to need.
· Senior center programming must include information and services that provide seniors with access to a range of needed services beyond those provided by the senior centers, such as health care, health maintenance services, etc.  Senior centers shall cooperate with King County in developing the range of services which will be required. 

· If, at any time, a center funded in 2001 fails to meet these conditions, King County may fund another center that can provide services to the elderly in the unincorporated area.  This remedy shall be applied only after remedies available in King County service delivery contracts have been used and have failed to produce adequate corrective action.

Section 2.  Adult Day Health

· Adult day health centers funded by King County in 2001 are operated locally and receive funds from multiple sources to care for individual patients.  County funding will be continued  in order to provide access to adult day health for the elderly and their caregivers living in unincorporated King County.

· To continue to receive King County funding, Adult Day Health Programs shall meet the following criteria:

· The center is located in a municipality where there is unincorporated territory adjacent to its boundaries, or the center is located in an unincorporated area.
· At least 10% of those using the Adult Day Health Program in 2002 and after are residents of unincorporated King County.  
· County funds shall be used to subsidize the cost of care for elderly residents of King County who have low incomes but assets in excess of those allowed by other funding sources.  

· County funds shall be used for patients who have the same functional and medical profiles as patients supported by other sources of funding. 

· Specialized care for the elderly with advanced Alzheimer’s shall be made available for unincorporated residents through County support of the Elderhealth Alzheimer’s Program even though it is located in central Seattle and has no adjacent unincorporated area.  Funding in 2002 and beyond will be continued based on the following:

· The licensing agency (AAA) certifies that care for patients with the same degree of impairment is not available at any of the other Adult Day Health facilities funded by King County.

· At least one bed in the Alzheimer’s program is available for unincorporated residents on an annual basis.

· Continued county funding for Adult Day Health should be reviewed regularly in light of changes in funding sources and financial eligibility provided through regional agencies.  It is not the intent of King County to continue to fund these services if sufficient funding becomes available for the population currently served with County funds.

· Regular review shall be undertaken to ensure that proportionate amounts of non-county funding are reaching unincorporated residents.

· King County will continue to provide support to the Washington Adult Day Health Association in order to advocate for the needs of Adult Day Health Providers serving unincorporated areas.

Section 3.  Other Services

· King County will continue to support within its limited resources:

· Services other than Senior Centers and Adult Day Health according to the broad criteria of local services to benefit unincorporated residents according to need; and

· Other County human services roles specified in the Framework Policies—planning and advocacy; partnerships for development, design and implementation of better services; and resource development.

· Other local services that are funded for 2002 and beyond must meet the following conditions:
· At least 10% of those using the program in 2002 must be residents of unincorporated King County.  Services targets will be reviewed regularly and may be changed to reflect changes in senior center targets.  Services providers shall participate with King County in the development and review of target changes.
· Programs located in cities of more than 12,000 shall receive support from one or more of the municipalities served.

· Programs serving individual clients such as volunteer chore service shall receive funding only for services provided to unincorporated residents.

· Any transportation services funded shall benefit rural elderly who live outside of the boundary established by the County Transit Division for provision of services for those covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Section 4.  Outcome Evaluation and Measurement

· All programs funded pursuant to this policy shall:

· Show measurable, effective results that link to one or more of the five community goals for human services;

· Participate with King County in developing agreed definitions of service levels and procedures for measurement.  Programs will then be responsible for providing verifiable data on unincorporated area residents served.
Section 5.  Advocacy

· The Framework Policies emphasize King County’s unique position as a regional government with the capacity to advocate for the human services needs of its residents.  A strong advocacy role must be maintained to benefit the quality of life of seniors and their caregivers in the areas of housing, transportation, respite care, health care and other critical services for seniors.

· King County is a sponsoring partner of the Area Agency on Aging which is responsible for services provided with state and federal aging funds in King County.  King County shall continue to advocate for regional needs of all King County elders, and for the specific needs of elders living outside of the City of Seattle including those living in municipalities.
· The Department of Community and Human Services as the responsible agency for implementation of the Framework Policies for Human Services shall continue to monitor the availability to unincorporated residents of regional services provided by agencies of King County.

Section 6.  Implementation

· Implementation of the Revised Aging Services Funding Policy that results in the elimination of County funding for a senior center, adult day health center or other service should be phased incrementally to reduce the funding by fifty percent in the first year and eliminate the funding in second year.
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