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SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2012-0116 would approve the City of Bothell (“City”) Water System Plan (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  The City of Bothell Water System provides water service to the southern portion of Bothell, primarily the portion located within King County, as well as a small area of unincorporated King County.  
BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,

· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 

· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage,
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.
UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF BOTHELL WATER SYSTEM PLAN
The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan on September 14, 2011.  The UTRC found it to meet the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below. 

Service Area  The City’s municipal water system primarily serves the King County portion of the City, as well as a small area of unincorporated King County.  The service area encompasses 3,060 acres, and is generally northeast of the northern tip of Lake Washington; it is bisected by Highway 405 as it crosses the King-Snohomish County boundary.  The retail service area boundary includes a majority of the population located in south Bothell in King County, and a small part of the population located in north Bothell in Snohomish County. 
Facilities  The City purchases its water from Seattle Public Utilities and from the Northshore Utility District.  Water from Seattle Public Utilities is obtained through three direct connections to the Tolt Pipeline.  In addition there is one connection with Northshore Utility District, which purchases water from Seattle Public Utilities and reconveys it to Bothell’s water system. .  The City operates three reservoirs: the Bloomberg Reservoir, which has a capacity of 5 million gallons; the Maywood Hills Reservoir, which has a capacity of 950,000 gallons; and the Penn Park Reservoir, which has a capacity of 500,000 gallons.  It also operates four booster stations with pumps ranging in capacity from 70 gallons per minute (“gpm”) to 1000 gpm.  The distribution system includes almost 75 miles of pipe from less than two inches in diameter to 16 inches in diameter.  
Growth  The Plan projects growth in water demand from a 2010 average of 1.67 million gallons per day (“mgd”) to a 2030 estimated demand of 2.1 mgd.  Over that period, residential population is expected to increase from 17,312 to 22,874.  The Plan assumes that the City’s retail service area will not change significantly in future years, but anticipates in-fill of the existing retail service area for planning and water use projections.  Most areas bordering the service area are served by adjacent utility districts.
System Improvements  The Plan contains a six-year Capital Improvement Program which includes a list of projects to address system deficiencies and growth.  These projects include increasing system storage capacity, improving the automated supervisory control data system, and an ongoing water main replacement program to provide increased reliability, better water quality, and increased fire flow capability.  Anticipated capital costs for the improvements are projected at about $5.41million.  The City has historically supported the water system though a combination of rates, connection charges, and debt service.  The Plan anticipates that some combination of rate increases, grants and loans, or other financing to fund the proposed capital improvement program.
SEPA  The City completed a State Environmental Policy Act ("SEPA") checklist for the Plan and, as lead agency, issued a determination of non-significance for the issuance of the Plan on July 18, 2011. There were no appeals.  

ATTACHMENTS

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2012-0116 without attachment of the City of Bothell Water System Plan, which is available upon request
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