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August 4, 2023 


TO:	The Honorable Dow Constantine, King County Executive

FM:	WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee
David Bain, District 1 Representative
Cynthia Hickey, District 2 Representative
Apryl Hynes, District 3 Representative
Elizabeth Umbanhowar, District 4 Representative
Debbie Natelson, District 5 Representative 
Bob Elwell, MWPAAC Representative, City of Auburn
Craig Schmollinger, MWPAAC Representative, Northshore Utility District
Tasha Bassett, MWPAAC Representative, City of Seattle
Paul Fendt, Water Quality Technical Specialist

RE:	WaterWorks Grant Recommendations – 2023-2024 Cycle

The WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee would like to thank Executive Constantine for the opportunity to be involved in the review and ranking process for this sixth round of the WaterWorks grants. This committee held 13 meetings to discuss the criteria, eligibility, water quality benefits, implementation strengths, equity and social justice aspects, and community involvement of the projects. 

WaterWorks switched back to a one-step application process this cycle, in order to streamline the process. Out of the 60 proposals submitted, 18 are recommended for funding. Members of this committee were pleased to see many diverse and innovative proposals to improve water quality in the King County Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) service area. The group carefully considered the recommended project list to ensure diversity in approach, geographic distribution, and target populations. The Committee is confident these projects will benefit WTD’s service area and ratepayers.

The committee will review this year’s process in advance of the next grant cycle to discuss any potential improvements. The committee believes the diversity and quality of proposals are directly related to the outreach and excellent staff support from WTD. The Committee would also like to acknowledge the work of internal reviewers from WTD and King County’s Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD), whose analyses furthered the committee’s understanding of the submitted projects.

The following recommendation list for the WaterWorks Grant Program – 2023-2024 Cycle was endorsed unanimously by the WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee. The projects are listed by rank with proposed funding amounts and summary descriptions of how the project meets the selection criteria as directed by the adopted Implementation Guidelines. 

cc:	Kamuron Gurol, Division Director, Wastewater Treatment Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

WaterWorks Grant Program – Evaluation Criteria

The WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee reviews, ranks, and makes recommendations on grant proposals using criteria based on the Implementation Guidelines, Attachment A to Ordinance 18261. 
The main criteria are as follows, with percent emphasis on each area:

· Water Quality Benefits – 60%
· Implementation Strength and Certainty of Success—20%
· Community Involvement – 20%
· Equity and Social Justice – included in the above criteria
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	Grant Applicant 
	Project Title 
	Funding 
	Rank 
	Project Description and Benefits to Water Quality 

	Environmental Science Center 
	From Salmon Heroes to Schoolyard Heroes: Water quality focused education for students and teachers 
	$120,000 
	1 
	This project will increase knowledge of watershed and water quality issues and improve stewardship through a program for students and teachers. This will benefit water quality by teaching youth the importance of water quality for ecosystems, making the connection between everyday actions and water pollution, and implementing student-led stewardship projects. 

	Nature Vision 
	Youth Watershed Education, Stewardship, and Community Science 
	$61,392 
	2 
	This project will provide custom water quality and wastewater education programs, including field trips with small scale restoration projects and community science to 3rd-12th grade students from low income, diverse schools in the Green/Duwamish Watershed service area. This will benefit water quality by educating students, and indirectly educating their peers and parents, on wastewater treatment to promote stewardship. 

	Mother Africa 
	Clean Water 4 All 
	$200,000 
	3 
	This project will improve both household and community health by educating immigrant and refugee communities on reducing pollution and toxics in the home. Mother Africa will provide safer, non-toxic product kits to community members. This will benefit water quality by providing education and mitigation strategies for common household pollutants that damage individual health and local water quality. 

	Stewardship Partners 
	Equitable Incentives 
	$190,000 
	4 
	This project will build on the success of the Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) Mini Grant Equitable Incentives program. The goal is to expand promotion and outreach, increase capacity, and provide granting capital to fund more voluntary and equitable GSI retrofit projects. The GSI projects will benefit water quality because they are an effective, efficient, and resilient strategy for preventing, managing, and treating stormwater pollution. 

	Tilth Alliance dba Seattle Tilth 
	Community Resources for Water Quality Incentive 
	$177,767 
	5 
	This project will establish a nursery at the Rainier Beach Urban Farm to provide free plants for restoration; install green infrastructure and water quality projects throughout King County; conduct field trips, teacher trainings; and technical assistance to meet water quality learning objectives. This will benefit water quality by promoting community-based stewardship and managing stormwater in demonstration projects. 

	Toxic-Free Future 
	Working with King County Communities in Action to Reduce Toxic Chemical Pollution 
	$80,000 
	6 
	This project will engage with community-based organizations on how common household products impact water quality, and work with them to develop educational materials that are culturally appropriate. This project seeks to limit and reduce the most harmful toxic chemicals in consumer products, which will benefit water quality by significantly reducing the chemical load in wastewater systems. 

	Washington Water Trust 
	Sammamish Recycled Water Irrigation on Farm Demonstration
	$195,412 
	7 
	This project proposes to expand recycled water irrigation in the Sammamish Agricultural Production District, specifically in demonstration areas to encourage farmers to try recycled water. This will benefit water quality because recycled water is a sustainable irrigation source that reduces irrigation use from the Sammamish River, which already has elevated temperatures. 

	Latino Community Fund of Washington State, fiscal sponsor of Comunidad
	A Latino community-led initiative: creating rain gardens as a proud practice for Latino landscapers 
	$199,156 
	8 
	This project seeks to shift the reach of rain gardens and other stormwater education by developing a rain garden demonstration site in Beulah Park, and to create new revenue pathways for Latino landscapers. This will benefit water quality by creating an opportunity for Latinos across King Country to learn about rain gardens and integrate them into their daily work. 

	Whale Scout 
	Student and Community-Led Sammamish River Restoration at the Former Wayne Golf Course 
	$121,579 
	9 
	This project will offer diverse students the opportunity to lead communities on restoring banks of the Sammamish River and a small unnamed stream at the former Wayne Golf Course, while being paid a living wage. Riparian restoration will improve water quality (temperature, dissolved oxygen, bacteria levels). Invasive plants will be replaced with native plants to reduce riverbank erosion, shade the river, and reduce temperature. 

	American Rivers 
	Longfellow Creek Headwater Restoration at Roxhill Bog - Construction 
	$195,543 
	10 
	This project aims to restore hydrologic function to Roxhill Bog, headwaters of Longfellow Creek and one of the most diverse, urbanized sub-basins of the Green-Duwamish River. Restoring Roxhill Bog back to a functioning wetland will benefit water quality by reducing combined sewer overflows and contamination of Longfellow Creek and Puget Sound.

	Seattle Parks Foundation, fiscal sponsor of Restaurant 2 Garden 
	South King St. Environmental Hub Stormwater Collection & Depave Project 
	$184,000 
	11 
	This project will install Green Stormwater Infrastructure on 919 and 925 South King St. to model how decentralized, hyperlocal systems can build community and solve neighborhood specific issues through culturally appropriate, place-based solutions. This will benefit water quality by capturing stormwater and filtering it through the demonstration site’s GSI technology, reducing combined sewer overflows and toxins going into the Duwamish River and Elliot Bay. 

	University of Washington Bothell 
	Floating Treatment Wetland/Biomedia Module Design, Field Installation and Monitoring Project 
	$117,006 
	12 
	This project will develop new floating treatment wetlands (FTW), biomedia module design, installation and efficacy monitoring for lake stormwater entry sites. The proposal would also add FTW and biomedia modules to a Bellevue stormwater pond. This will benefit water quality by increasing contact time and biomedia to stormwater ratio for deeper water bodies with fish, which will allow for further contaminant reduction. 

	Lake Advocates 
	Evaluate the Use of Satellite Data for Water Quality and Harmful Algal Bloom Surveillance 
	$33,250 
	13 
	This project will investigate high resolution satellite data to detect pigments (chlorophyll and phycocyanin) associated with harmful algal blooms (HABs) in King County lakes. This information will benefit water quality by directing sampling and bringing public health attention to beaches that may have been previously overlooked, and trend analyses of HABs will contribute to understanding climate change and regional water quality. 

	Northwest Maritime Center 
	The Duwamish River: Past, Present & Future 
	$160,828 
	14 
	In this project Maritime High School students will conduct water quality projects related to the Lower Duwamish Waterway and surrounding waters and learn about the Waterway’s history, the role of local and state government in the management of microplastics in waterways, and current issues. This will benefit water quality directly (beach clean-up) and indirectly (community education and stewardship). 

	Friends of North Creek Forest 
	Friends of North Creek Forest Environmental Education Program 
	$22,425 
	15 
	This project will include field trips for K-12 students to North Creek Forest to learn about the local urban ecosystem and watershed. Lessons will include water quality testing, water as habitat, and watershed connectivity. This benefits water quality by educating students about how to improve waterways and encouraging environmental stewardship. 

	Delridge Neighborhoods Development Association 
	Longfellow Creek Restoration and Education Program 
	$111,980 
	16 
	This project will expand youth environmental engagement and organize restoration efforts at the Delridge Wetland Park and other sites in the Longfellow Creek drainage basin. This will benefit water quality in Longfellow Creek by providing stewardship opportunities for youth to learn about the impacts of water systems. 

	Mid Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group 
	Salmon Friendly Bear and Soos Creek Watersheds 2024-2026 
	$199,984 
	17 
	This project will deliver hands-on water quality education improvement projects in the Bear and Soos Creek Watersheds to help people understand how poor water quality degrades the health and well-being of all watershed residents. Educating the community on water quality best management practices will increase community engagement and help imperiled watersheds meet state water quality standards. 

	City of Kirkland 
	Saving Juanita Creek, one backyard at a time 
	$92,151 
	18 
	This project will engage with private property along Juanita Creek to discuss the impacts of urban development on water quality in Juanita Creek. Assistance on improving the riparian buffer in the homeowners’ backyards will be offered. This will benefit water quality in Juanita Creek by reducing erosion of stream banks, reducing and cleaning run-off, and shading the water to lower temperatures. 

	 
	Total 
	$2,462,473 
	 
	 




