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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget and Fiscal Management Committee



REVISED STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	
	Name:
	Brandi Paribello

	Proposed No.:
	2023-0245 & 2023-0244
	Date:
	



COMMITTEE ACTION

	
Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2023-0245.2, related to county budgeting fiscal periods passed out of committee on July 12, 2023, with a “Do Pass - Consent” recommendation. The Proposed Ordinance was amended in committee with Striking Amendment S1 and Title Amendment T1. 

Action on Proposed Motion 2023-0244 was deferred until the July 26, 2023 committee meeting.




SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2023-0245 would amend sections of King County Code (K.C.C.) related to the county budgeting fiscal periods to provide flexibility for the county to implement annual budgeting.  Proposed Motion 2023-0244 would notify the County Executive as to which funds should be adopted annually.

BACKGROUND 

Since 1985, cities in the State of Washington have had the legal ability to adopt biennial budgets. In 1997, the Legislature gave counties the authority to adopt an ordinance providing for biennial budgets with a mid-biennium review and modification for the second year of the biennium[footnoteRef:1].  Further, state law prohibits the county from adopting a three-year budget but does not prohibit adoption of annual budgets[footnoteRef:2]. [1:  RCW 36.40.250]  [2:  RCW 36.40] 


In 2003, the King County Council adopted an ordinance to submit to voters the proposition of implementing biennial budgeting at the county[footnoteRef:3].  The voters of King County at the November 2003 general election approved Proposition 1, an amendment to Article 4 of the King County Charter, authorizing the council to adopt an ordinance to establish biennial budgeting.  Subsequently the county gradually implemented biennial budgeting over a period of more than ten years, culminating with the adoption of the 2015-2016 budget, with the understanding that biennial budget adoption would take place in non-election years.   [3:  Ordinance 14758, adopted August 18, 2003.] 


In November 2022, voters in King County approved a charter amendment to move elections for the county offices of executive, assessor, director of elections, and councilmembers from odd-numbered to even-numbered years beginning in 2026, which puts the county in a circumstance of having the biennial budget adoption process taking place in the 2026 and 2028 election years.
ANALYSIS

The proposed ordinance amends several sections of King County Code to add references to the county budgeting fiscal period and to remove references to biennial budgeting, where appropriate, in order to provide the county with the flexibility to budget on an annual basis where necessary.  The Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget has determined that implementing an annual budget for 2025 is necessary in order to shift biennial budgeting to even years, beginning in 2026.  Council’s counsel has determined that these changes to the county code are necessary for the county to implement an annual budget.

The proposed motion notifies the County Executive as to which funds should be adopted annually for 2025 as required by the proposed ordinance.  The motion proposes all funds to adopted annually for 2025.  The proposed ordinance must be effective before the proposed motion can be adopted by council.

STRIKING AMENDMENT

The striking amendment includes additional sections of county code necessary to be amended in order to allow the county to implement an annual budget.
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