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SUBJECT

An ordinance to approve revisions to the Rural Economic Strategies (RES) plan in response to Section 50, K.1.of Ordinance 17485 (the 2012 King County Comprehensive Plan update).

BACKGROUND

Rural Economic Strategies (RES)

The RES was first developed in 2005 at the direction of the 2004 Comprehensive Plan.
The purpose of the RES is to sustain and enhance the long-term economic viability of the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands consistent with the unique character of rural King County.  

King County executive staff began the process of updating the RES in 2009 and released a draft series of revisions including a revised mission statement and strategies. These revisions were not formally adopted, but helped guide staff work projects in the following years.

King County Comprehensive Plan (KCCP) 2012 Update Policy Direction

The 2012 update of the KCCP incorporated several specific policy goals that are consistent with the direction proposed in the 2009 update, and included direction to complete and update to the RES (see Ordinance 17485, Section 50, K.1 below):

 “K. 1.The executive shall complete the update to the Rural Economic Strategies (“RES”) plan, which was begun by the executive in 2009 to reflect amendments adopted in the 2008 Comprehensive Plan. 
2. The RES update shall reflect:
1. policy direction of the 2012 Comprehensive Plan;
1. the effect of annexations towards focusing the county’s local government role as primarily that of a rural area service provider; and
1. that while cities in the Rural Area fill a crucial need for supporting the retail and service needs of the population of the surrounding Rural Area, such cities are autonomous, which means they may plan and implement their own economic strategies, and are therefore not subject to the County’s development and/or economic regulations. 

The updated plan and ordinance adopting the updated plan shall be transmitted to the Council by September 1, 2013”.

As part of the effort to update the RES, comments on the update of the King County Strategic Plan (KCSP) offered through the Agriculture and Rural Forest Commissions, as well as other rural stakeholders, were also considered to identify emerging priorities for economic initiatives in rural King County.

SUMMARY

The proposed revisions to the RES are focused in the following six general areas, the highlights of which are described below:

Rural Economic Strategies (RES) Goals:
1. Implement the intent and policies of the KCCP and the objectives of the KCSP’s Economic Growth and Built Environment Goal to support a sustainable and vibrant rural economy, within existing resources.
2. Support the diversity and richness of the rural economy by effectively engaging farmers, foresters, rural business owners, rural communities, and rural related organizations in an on-going dialogue.
3. Advocate for and partner with projects and programs that promote the economic viability of existing and start-up businesses in the Rural Economic Clusters: Agriculture, Forestry, Equestrian, Home-Based Business, Tourism/Recreation, and Rural Commercial Neighborhood Centers/Rural Towns/Rural Cities.
4. Promote opportunities for rural residents to both live and work in the rural area and on natural resource lands.

Foundation Strategies:
1. Review County policy, regulations and programs, develop partnerships with stakeholders to support the preservation and enhancement of traditional rural economic activities, and support evolving compatible commercial uses and job opportunities.  
2. Solicit input and exchange ideas on solutions to identified issues by stakeholders.
3. Participate in or support collaborations that encourage compatible economic development in rural areas.
4. Partner with professional organizations and provide referrals to rural businesses regarding technical assistance, resources, training, and networking opportunities.
5. Identify and inform the public about grants, low-interest loans, tax, and other incentives that encourage agriculture, forest-based, historic property redevelopment, and other rural business development.

Rural Economic Clusters Strategies:
1. Strengthen and enhance the agricultural cluster through the ability to raise crops and livestock and produce value-added goods in both the Rural Area and the Agriculture Production Districts.
2. Strengthen and diversify the forestry cluster while maintaining healthy forest ecosystems.

Equestrian: Sustain and enhance the diversity of equine uses that support the equestrian economic cluster.

Tourism and Recreation:  Strengthen and enhance the tourism and recreation cluster while ensuring that the business use and scale is compatible with the area in which the activity or activities are located or provided.

Commercial and Industrial:  Strengthen and enhance the commercial and industrial cluster to sustain compatible businesses on sites designated for commercial or industrial uses within the following land use classifications:  
1. Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers, 
2. Rural Towns, Rural Cities/Rural City Urban Growth Area,
3. Industrial, and 
4. Mining/Mineral Resource Lands.

INITIAL ANALYSIS AND NEXT STEPS

Council staff has conducted an initial review of the proposed revisions and have concluded that they are consistent with the general policy direction adopted in the 2012 KCCP update.

However, as indicated in the background section above, there has been increasing interest relative to economic activity in the Rural and Natural Resource lands.  Council staff would note that the council has recently adopted legislation in support of the designation as a “project of statewide significance” for an energy-efficiency industries project to be located in the rural area east of Kent. In addition, the council will soon be considering a motion in support of public/private partnership efforts to increase the recreational use of forest lands in the vicinity of Skykomish.

There is clearly a heightened interest in and support of efforts to increase the economic viability of Rural and Natural Resource lands.  Therefore, council staff intends to conduct its future, more comprehensive analysis of the proposed RES revisions with recognition of this heightened interest and support.  Therefore, council staff suggests that this legislation be brought back at such time when there can be a broader discussion of the implications of the proposed revisions on any on-going or future efforts to improve the economic viability of out Rural and Natural Resource lands.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2013-0408, with attachments
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