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SUBJECT

An ordinance authorizing the King County Executive to execute an interlocal agreement with the South King County Fire Training Consortium.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0198 would authorize the Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement (ILA) to join the South King County Fire Training Consortium.  The Consortium would provide training services to the Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting unit at the King County International Airport. 

BACKGROUND 

The King County International Airport (KCIA) contracts with the King County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) for fire protection-related services at the Airport’s Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting (ARFF) facility.  Headed by a Police Captain, the ARFF unit includes 18 KCSO personnel who receive extensive training as firefighters.  KCSO and KCIA have an MOU covering this arrangement.

The South King County Fire Training Consortium was formed to allow agencies to pool personnel and resources to deliver a common training curriculum.  According to Executive staff, the proposed ILA agreement allows KCIA to manage the ARFF unit costs by leveraging existing training and other programs and services offered by Consortium, including an audit of the ARFF’s current practices and training.

The Consortium’s current partners include Puget Sound Fire, Tukwila Fire Department, Maple Valley Fire and Life Safety, Renton Regional Fire Authority, Fire District #20 (Skyway), Fire District #2 (Burien/Normandy Park), North Highline Fire Department, Valley Regional Fire Authority, Fire District #28 (Enumclaw), and Vashon Island Fire and Rescue.[footnoteRef:1]  The Consortium’s administrative board consists of the fire chief of each member agency.  KCIA will be represented on the administrative board by the King County Sheriff’s Office captain assigned to the ARFF as its fire chief.  This sheriff's captain shall also serve as the operations chief on the Consortium's operations advisory team.  Deputy sheriffs assigned to the ARFF will be appointed to serve on the Consortium's firefighting training advisory team. [1:  https://pugetsoundfire.org/about/south-king-county-fire-training-consortium/] 


ANALYSIS

Executive staff report that the proposed ILA will provide the ARFF team access to a pool of resources for specialized fire and medical training and provide a more efficient training model.  Currently, one FTE at ARFF is responsible for police, fire and medical training for the unit. This FTE also contributes to minimum staffing for an emergency response. 

Executive staff report that this ILA will shift the fire and medical training for the unit to the Consortium.  Currently, new ARFF unit members receive four sections of training (fire academy, Firefighter 1, Firefighter 2 and EMT school), at a combined cost per person of approximately $6,000 per year.  The Consortium will provide this training, plus recurrent trainings such as incident command training, for approximately $4,700 per person per year.  Executive staff also report that sending new ARFF personnel through the training consortium for fire academy and EMT training will shorten the time between hiring and deployment from approximately 18 months to 6 months.  The Executive’s fiscal note identifies the Consortium cost at $87,500 per year.

According to Executive staff, neither the KCSO nor the King County Police Officer’s Guild have expressed any concerns about the proposed ILA. The county’s Risk Management Office and Council’s legal staff have reviewed the agreement have identified no issues.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2018-0198 (and its attachment)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note

INVITED

1. Michael Colmant, Interim Airport Director
2. Charity Catalfomo, Interim Airport Deputy Director
3. Chief Jerrell Wills, King County Sheriff’s Office
4. Chief Brian Carson, Deputy Chief, South King County Training Consortium
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