[image: image1.wmf]
Metropolitan King County Council

Growth Management & Natural Resources Committee
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	4 & 5
	Name:
	Marilyn Cope
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	2006-0262 & 2006-0310
	Date:
	July 25, 2006

	Attending:
	Dave Monthie, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee


SUBJECT 
Proposed Ordinances relating to the annexation of territory into district boundaries for the purpose of providing water and/or sanitary sewer service.

SUMMARY
Proposed Ordinance 2006-0262 approves the annexation of 45 acres known as the Seahurst Park Annexation into the Southwest Suburban Sewer District.

Proposed Ordinance 2006-0310 approves the annexation of 7 acres known as the Goldberg Annexation into the Woodinville Water District.

The annexations were initiated by resolution of the respective utility districts.  In accordance with the Revised Code of Washington and King County Code, Council approval is required to complete the annexation process.

BACKGROUND
RCW 57.24 allows water and sewer districts to annex territory within their service area to provide water and/or sewer service.  Annexations are accomplished by one of three methods: 1) by petition of 60% of the landowners (by acreage) in the proposed annexation area, 2) by election after petition of voters constituting not less than 13% of the registered voters in the proposed annexation area who voted in the last municipal general election, or 3) in the event that the proposed annexation area is an ‘island’ of land largely surrounded by the sewer or water district (80% of the land to be annexed is within the district boundary) and less than 100 acres in size, the district may indicate approval by the passage of a resolution in support of the annexation.
RCW 57.24 requires council approval of the proposed annexation based on the following criteria:

· Whether the annexation complies with the county or town/city comprehensive plan.

· Whether the annexation complies with the policies expressed in the county water and/or sewer comprehensive plan.

In accordance with state law RCW 36.93, the annexation process is initiated by the utility after a notice of intention for annexation is filed with the Boundary Review Board (BRB) and King County Council.  The BRB reviews the legal boundary description of the annexation and works with the utility until the BRB approves the final boundary description.  Per King County Code 13.24.010, the Council relies on the expertise of the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review the proposed annexations and determine whether it is aligned with the utility’s comprehensive plan and other relevant comprehensive plans.  Once the UTRC and BRB have completed their reviews and provided their recommendations, the Council considers the proposed annexation by ordinance. 

ANALYSIS

Seahurst Annexation to Southwest Suburban Sewer District 

Proposed Ordinance 2006-0262 is an annexation of 45 acres known as the Seahurst Park Annexation into the Southwest Suburban Sewer District (SWSSD).  The annexation area is located within the City of Burien with a western boundary adjacent to Puget Sound.  The area is eligible as an island annexation as it is less than 100 acres in size and completely surrounded by the Southwest Suburban Sewer District’s service boundaries.  

There are an estimated 127 residents in the annexation area, 5 of whom currently receive service from SWSSD through private use agreements.  The entire annexation is zoned single family residential.  
The SWSSD currently serves a population of approximately 27,230 and spans 7,535 acres in South King County.  Approval of the annexation would increase SWSSD’s service area by less than 1%.

Property owners of the annexation area were notified of SWSSD’s intent to annex via mail.  SWSSD held a public hearing on the annexation on May 2, 2006.  According to SWSSD staff, four residents attended the hearing, two of whom opposed the annexation.  The nature of the opposition was not clear.  At the conclusion of the public hearing SWSSD passed a resolution (2006-17) approving the annexation. 
The Seahurst Park Annexation is aligned with SWSSD’s goal of providing wastewater collection to all properties within their service boundary.  The annexation complies with the SWSSD’s recently approved 2006 comprehensive plan and the comprehensive plans of the city of Burien and King County, all of  which support and encourage the replacement of on-site septic systems with sanitary sewer service within the Urban Growth Boundary.  The King County Comprehensive Plan identifies special service districts as the appropriate provider of sewer services.  Provision of sanitary sewer service to the Seahurst Park Annexation area is of special interest due to its proximity to Puget Sound.  SWSSD plans to serve the area with available capacity from the Salmon Creek Treatment Plant.
Goldberg Annexation to Woodinville Water District

Proposed Ordinance 2006-0310 is an annexation of 7 acres in unincorporated King County, east of the City of Woodinville, to the Woodinville Water District (WWD).  The area is eligible for annexation by petition of 60% of the territory’s landowners.  There are an estimated 9 residents on three parcels of land in the Goldberg Annexation.  The entire annexation is zoned rural residential
The WWD currently serves a population of approximately 43,800 and spans 18,750 acres in Woodinville and the local unincorporated area.  Approval of the annexation would increase WWD’s service area by less than 1%.

Residents of the annexation area were notified of WWD’s intent to annex via neighborhood postings and local advertisements.  On May 2, 2006, 2005, WWD held a public hearing on the annexation.  According to district staff, no opposition was voiced at the hearing.  At the conclusion of the public hearing WWD passed a resolution (3578) approving the annexation.

The Goldberg Annexation was planned for in WWD’s 2000 Comprehensive Plan.  The annexation complies with King County’s Comprehensive Plan, which supports access to safe water, identifies special service districts as the appropriate provider of local and regional services, and supports the expansion of corporate boundaries within service utility boundaries.  WWD plans to serve the annexation  area with available capacity from the Aspenwood Reservoir.
Public Hearings

A public hearing on the Seahurst Annexation was held on June 26, 2006.  No opposition was voiced at the hearing.  A public hearing on the Goldberg Annexation has been scheduled for July 31, 2006.

Boundary Review Board

The BRB provides oversight of boundary changes to cities and special districts through the review of annexations, incorporations, mergers, consolidations, or extensions of service beyond corporate boundaries, as mandated by state law.  The BRB has completed their evaluation of the annexation boundary legal descriptions and found them to be satisfactory.
Utilities Technical Review Committee

The UTRC provides expert advice to the King County Council as to whether an annexation is aligned with applicable comprehensive plans.  On June 14, 2006 the UTRC analyzed the Seahurst Annexation and recommended Council approval.  One July 12, 2006 the UTRC analyzed the Goldberg Annexation and recommended Council approval.

At this time, the only outstanding requirement of the annexation process is King County Council approval.
ATTACHMENTS
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