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SUBJECT:  Juvenile Offender Vision Screening Project
SUMMARY:  The committee will hear today about the results of a vision screening pilot project conducted last year at the county juvenile detention facility.   National research has shown that failure at school is one of the primary predictors of juvenile delinquency.  Other research has indicated that many youth in detention have significant vision problems that may affect their ability to perform in school.  King County initiated a pilot project in 2005 to evaluate whether detained juveniles here have similar vision problems.  The pilot showed that 80 percent of the 51 youth tested had vision problems:
· 41 (80%) were diagnosed with vision problems (39 failed the visual acuity test and 20 failed the visual efficiency test)

· 37 (73%) need glasses only

· 12 (24%) need vision training or further evaluation

The committee will hear today about plans for expansion of the screening project.

Background.  The county is responsible for the for the care and custody of youth who are detained in the Youth Services Center in Seattle. Youth are detained at the Youth Services Center for the following reasons: after an arrest for allegedly committing a criminal offense, on a warrant, remanded from court, to serve a sentence, or as part of an order sanctioning the youth for violating the terms of probation.  Non-offenders (truants, at-risk youth, children in need of services, or dependents) who violate a court order or are arrested on a warrant may also be detained.  The average daily population for detained youth is under 105.
While detained, youth receive medical assessment to determine if there is a need for immediate medical or mental health intervention. Youth are also assessed to determine appropriate placement in detention and to identify special needs that may need to be addressed.  Seattle Public Schools provide teachers and a regular curriculum, including special education.  The detention school operates the same hours and is on the same vacation schedule as the Seattle Public School District.  There is also a library on site that is staffed by librarians from the King County Library System.  Other programs available to youth in secure detention are regularly scheduled church services, Narcotics Anonymous (NA) and Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meetings on site and an anger management program.  
The Juvenile Division also provides alternatives to secure detention (ASD).  These programs are based on the philosophy of matching the level of restriction to a youth's level of risk to self and public safety.  Referrals to alternatives programs are made through a division-run detention screening process and also from referrals from probation officers and the courts.  The ASD program is comprised of Electronic Monitoring, Work Crew, and a Day and Evening Reporting Center.  Group home beds are also available as placement options.  There are over 80 youth participating in alternatives programs. Staff for the juvenile division play an integral role in the implementation of the council’s adopted juvenile justice reforms from the Juvenile Justice Operational Master Plan (JJOMP).
Failure in school has been identified as one of the major indicators of future juvenile delinquency (it is also an indicator for future drug use, violence, sexual and physical abuse, and adult criminality).  Researchers in the United States and Canada have found that performance in school can be directly related to undiagnosed vision problems.  Research in the United States and Canada has shown that up to 80 percent of detained and other at-risk youth have vision conditions that affect academic performance.  Additionally, the research indicates that correcting vision problems often leads to measurable, increased academic performance.
In King County, the council sponsored a pilot project at the Youth Detention Center to evaluate the prevalence of vision problems among juveniles detained by the county.  Between November 9th and December 21st of 2005, 51 detained youth were screened for vision problems.  The work was carried out in the detention facility by an optometrist with experience working with at-risk juvenile populations.  Four out of five of the youth had measurable vision problems.  Of these youth, 73 percent need glasses and the remainder need vision training or further evaluation.

The staff of the juvenile, detention, and juvenile health services have prepared a proposal for an expanded vision project that allow many more youth to be evaluated while they are in detention.
ATTACHMENTS:

1. 2005 Vision Exam Pilot
2. Expanded Pilot Vision Project
3. Juvenile Health Clinic, Vision Screening Summary
ATTENDEES:

1. Bruce Knutson, Director, Juvenile Court Service, King County Superior Court
2. Marcia Navajas, Health Services Administrator, Youth Detention Center
