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Metropolitan King County Council
Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Jake Tracy

	Proposed No.:
	2022-0021
	Date:
	February 15, 2022



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion (PM) 2022-0021 would request that the Parks Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks work with the cities of Bellevue and Redmond, as well as community stakeholders, to evaluate and support the possibility of constructing a major league cricket facility on a Bellevue Utilities-owned property in Marymoor Park, and provide a briefing.

SUMMARY

Major League Cricket (MLC) is a forthcoming cricket league operated by American Cricket Enterprises and expected to begin play in 2023. On November 1, 2021, City of Bellevue Councilmember Janice Zahn requested that the Bellevue City Council make a motion to direct Bellevue staff to study the possibility of using a Bellevue Utilities-owned property at Marymoor Park for a Major League Cricket facility.

PM 2022-0021 would request that the Parks Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks work with the cities of Bellevue and Redmond, as well as community partners, to evaluate and support the possibility of constructing an MLC facility on the Bellevue Utilities-owned property in Marymoor Park, shown in Figure 1 above, and that the division makes every effort to help make the project a success.
The PM would further request that the Parks Division provides a briefing to the Transportation, Economy, and Environment committee on the status of this project no later than March 2022.


BACKGROUND 

Major League Cricket (MLC) is a forthcoming cricket league operated by American Cricket Enterprises and expected to begin play in 2023.[footnoteRef:1] A minor league cricket association began play in 2021 as a developmental league for MLC, with 27 teams currently. A Seattle team, the Seattle Thunderbolts, is part of this league, with facilities at Marymoor Park and Klahanie Park. Beginning in 2022, the Thunderbolts are expected to be homed in a new MLC center at Tollgate Farm Park in North Bend.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  https://www.espncricinfo.com/story/usa-s-mlc-t20-tournament-pushed-back-to-2023-at-agm-1263761 ]  [2:  https://www.usacricket.org/media-release/new-major-league-cricket-center-established-in-seattle/ ] 


[bookmark: _Hlk95115981]On November 1, 2021, City of Bellevue Councilmember Janice Zahn requested that the Bellevue City Council make a motion to direct Bellevue staff to study the possibility of using a Bellevue Utilities-owned property for a Major League Cricket facility. The property is located in Marymoor Park at parcel number 122505-9195, shown in Figure 1 below with a red rectangle.

Figure 1: Location of Bellevue Utilities-owned Property
 

Bellevue Councilmember Zahn stated such a facility would allow for recreation, economic development, tourism, and other public benefits, and could attract international cricket talent, and expressed the desire that the study and potential development be a regional effort, with input from King County, the City of Redmond, the Seattle Sports Commission, Visit Bellevue, One Redmond, the Bellevue Chamber of Commerce and local employers. She recommended that the Bellevue Council direct Bellevue staff to include an analysis of potential community building, regional economic development, tourism, and other public benefits in the study, as well as an analysis of any encumbrances on the site. Lastly, she asked that Bellevue staff report back to the Bellevue Council on staff time and resources that would be necessary to complete the project.

Bellevue Councilmember Jennifer Robinson noted that the property in question may not have been declared as surplus, and requested that Bellevue staff come back with this information, as well as an estimate of the cost of the City acquiring the property from Bellevue Utilities and operations costs for running it. She also requested them to study whether the facility could be used for other purposes in addition to cricket. 

The Bellevue Council passed Councilmember Zahn's verbal motion to explore Major League Cricket at the Bellevue Utilities property unanimously. 

ANALYSIS

PM 2022-0021 would request that the Parks Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks work with the cities of Bellevue and Redmond, as well as community stakeholders, to evaluate and support the possibility of constructing an MLC facility on the Bellevue Utilities-owned property in Marymoor Park, shown in Figure 1 above, and that the division make every effort to help make the project a success.
The PM would further request that the Parks Division provides a briefing to the Transportation, Economy, and Environment committee on the status of this project no later than March 2022.

Council staff has not identified any issues with the proposed legislation. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2022-0021
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