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Metropolitan King County Council

Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	4
	Name:
	Megan Smith

	Proposed No.:
	2002-0307
	Date:
	July 23, 2002

	Attending:
	Bruce Bennett, Chair, Utilities and Technical Review Committee
Ron Garrow, Public Works Director, City of North Bend




SUBJECT:  An Ordinance approving the City of North Bend Water Comprehensive Plan.
BACKGROUND:  King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires approval of comprehensive plans for water utilities as a prerequisite for granting right-of-way franchises and approval or right-of-way construction permits. Water comprehensive plans shall be reviewed by the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) prior to submission to the King County Council for approval. Water comprehensive plans need to be consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and with the planning criteria identified by the state Department of Health in its “Water System Planning Handbook.” 

The city’s current water source is the Mount Si Spring located to the northeast of the city. The water system has approximately 1,566 active connections, and serves a population of approximately 3,800. Existing water rates at the Mount Si Spring allow for  an annual withdrawal of 336 acre feet per year.  As of 1998, the city’s estimated annual withdrawal was 576 acre feet. By 2020, between 6,016 and 7,592 residents are projected to live in the water service area, and demand is projected to reach 1,105 acre feet per year. The city adopted a moratorium on new connections in April of 1999 because of it is exceeding its annual water right. 
The City of North Bend has taken steps to upgrade both source and customer water meters to more accurately account for water use by customer class.  In addition, the city is expanding its public education efforts related to water conservation.  According to the plan, the city will conduct a new rate study in 2003 that emphasizes incentives for water conservation, including possible implementation of seasonal block rate (e.g., higher rates during the summer months) or inclined block rate structures (e.g., tiered rate structure in which rates increase with amount of water used).  

The city has also explored several options for obtaining additional water rights or sources. During the spring of 2000, the city began to investigate whether it could purchase additional water from the City of Seattle’s Cedar River Watershed, which is located south of the City of North Bend. A filtration plant would need to be constructed to treat raw water from the masonry pool. According to the City of North Bend, a preliminary meeting with the City of Seattle resulted in a letter of understanding indicating a willingness to proceed with an initiative to supply provide the City of North Bend and the Sallal Water Association with raw water. The North Bend Water Comprehensive Plan includes construction of a filtration plant and an intertie to supply water. 
The City of North Bend prepared a Determination of Non-Significance for the plan on December 28, 2000 in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act. North Bend intends to adopt the plan after approval by King County. The King County Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) reviewed and conditionally approved the plan on January 9, 2002. The conditional of approval, technical changes to the plan, are reflected in the version of the plan that was transmitted with this proposed ordinance. 

Comparison of Ordinance 2002-0307 with Ordinance Transmitted by the Executive

The original ordinance transmitted by the executive (2002-0241) included a condition that the city provide the UTRC with a copy of its rate study when it is completed, along with any rate changes. Ordinance 2002-0307 includes information on water conservation efforts being undertaken by the city and encourages the city to share the results of its planned rate study and any resulting rate changes. Proposed Ordinance 2002-0307 would adopt the North Bend Water Comprehensive Plan without the condition that it provide information on rates to the UTRC. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2002-0307, without attachment
2. Transmittal letter for Proposed Ordinance 2002-0241, dated May 21, 2002
