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SUBJECT  
A briefing on the Regional Wastewater Services Plan 2012 Annual Report.
SUMMARY

The Wastewater Treatment Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks has prepared and transmitted the Regional Wastewater Services Plan (“RWSP”) 2012 Annual Report (Attachment 1) in accordance with the RWSP reporting policies in Ordinance 15384 and codified in King County Code 28.86.165.  

The report summarizes the progress made during 20121 in implementing the RWSP’s major programs and projects.  This is the third year of a more concise reporting format so that it is not duplicative or redundant to much of the information that has already been shared with the Council and Regional Water Quality Committee through committee briefings, the King County budget process, or other reports.  Though more concise, the report is still required to satisfy all of the elements of the RWSP reporting policies (see Background).  
This report also provides cost estimate updates for implementation of the Regional Wastewater Services Plan through 2030.  The cost estimates range in accuracy from planning level estimates to final construction data because the projections include projects in various stages of development.  Obviously, the accuracy of the cost estimates increase as projects are more defined and enter the construction phase.

This report also summarizes odor complaints made and how many of them were actually attributable to wastewater treatment facilities. Odors related to conveyance facilities increased in 2012, but there were none related to Brightwater.

Though not called out in the Regional Wastewater Services Plan – the Annual Reports now also summarize progress on energy recovery and programs/projects to increase energy efficiency at facilities.  In addition to the recovery efforts primarily at treatment plants, in 2012 based on interest from a few parties, King County issued a request for information inviting local developers and commercial property owners to submit ideas for privately owned district energy systems that might be interested in extracting and recovering heat from the Wastewater Treatment Division’s conveyance system.
The purpose of the briefing before the committee is to review highlights of the Annual Report and report on additional progress on RWSP components in 2013.  The report contains numerous links to more detailed information that can be accessed through Wastewater Treatment Division websites.   The results of water quality monitoring are also briefly summarized at the end of the report and there are links to websites that provide specific water quality indicators, data sets and other monitoring information.  The committee will also be briefed on these indicators and monitoring activities.
Implementation of the RWSP supports the King County Strategic Plan environmental sustainability goal of safeguarding natural resources and the environment. RWSP projects and operations help protect public health and water quality by ensuring there is sufficient regional wastewater treatment and conveyance capacity, controlling combined sewer overflows (CSOs), and recovering and recycling beneficial resources from the wastewater treatment process.  
A few of the significant milestones in 2012 included:

· Completion of the Brightwater conveyance system and full operation of the Brightwater Treatment System with effluent being discharged to the outfall in Puget Sound as of October 29, 2012.

· The Brightwater Environmental Education Community Center completed its first full year of operation with over 4,000 students passing through the doors and Brightwater Treatment Plant and nearly an additional 2,000 visitors from businesses, agencies, professional groups, and the public.
· The South and West Point Treatment Plants again received Platinum Peak Performance awards from the National Association of Clean Water Agencies indicating multiple consecutive years of compliance with effluent limits under their respective Clean Water Act permits.

· Significant progress was made on four conveyance system improvement (CSI) projects and four combined sewer overflow (CSO) projects.  The 2012 CSO Control Program review report and amendment to the County’s long-term CSO control plan were approved by the Regional Water Quality Committee and King County Council.

· The final feasibility study for the Lower Duwamish Waterway Superfund project describing 11 sediment cleanup alternatives was completed.

· The South, West Point and Brightwater treatment plants produced 114,255 wet tons of biosolids, all of which was recycled and used as fertilizer and soil amendment for forestry and agricultural applications or used to make compost.  2012 also marked the branding of the biosolids as “Loop” as part of a long-term strategy to increase public awareness of and support of biosolids.
· Approximately 320 million gallons of reclaimed water produced at the South, West Point, Brightwater, and Carnation treatment plants was used for landscape irrigation, wetland enhancement, and industrial processes.  With the completion of the Brightwater conveyance system – the imbedded purple pipe and re-purposing of a force main are also completed in 2012.
· Over 2.1 million therms of digester gas were used for treatment plant processes at South, West Point and Brightwater treatment plants, and approximately 1.8 million therms of natural gas produced at the South treatment plant were sold to Puget Sound Energy for $800,000.  
BACKGROUND 

Ordinance 15384, adopted in September 2006, added a new section on RWSP reporting policies to the RWSP and King County Code Chapter 28.86—KCC 28.86.165.  Adding a reporting policies section eliminated redundancies in reporting requirements that were previously included in several RWSP policies, adjusted the due dates to reflect the availability of information, and consolidated the reporting requirements into fewer, but more comprehensive reports. The reporting policies call for the King County Executive to review the implementation of the RWSP on a regular basis and submit specific reports to the King County Council and the Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC). Specifically, the reporting policy on RWSP annual reports states:
28.86.165  Reporting policies.  The executive shall review the implementation of the RWSP on a regular basis and submit the following reports to council and the RWQC:


A.  Regional wastewater services plan annual report.  The executive shall submit a written report to the council and RWQC in September each year until the facilities identified in the RWSP are operational.  This report, covering the previous year's implementation, will provide the following:


  1.  A summary of activities for each major component of the RWSP, including treatment, conveyance, infiltration and inflow, combined sewer overflows, water reuse, biosolids and highlights of research and development projects underway and proposed for the coming year;


  2.  Details on each active RWSP project in the capital budget, including a project summary, project highlights, project issues, upcoming activities, schedules, an expenditures summary including staff labor and miscellaneous services, a description of adjustments to costs and schedule and a status of the projects contracts;


  3.  A status of the odor prevention program, including a listing and summary of odor complaints received and progress on implementing odor prevention policies and projects;


  4.  A summary of the previous year's results for the comprehensive water quality monitoring program;


  5.  A review of the plan elements, including water pollution abatement, water quality, water reclamation, Endangered Species Act compliance, biosolids management and variability of quality over time, wastewater public health problems, compliance with other agency regulations and agreements, to ensure it reflects current conditions; and


  6.  An update of anticipated RWSP program costs through the year 2030;
ATTACHMENTS   
1. Regional Wastewater Services Plan 2012 Annual Report, dated September 2013

