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January 25, 2010
The Honorable Bob Ferguson
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Ferguson:

Enclosed for King County Council consideration is an ordinance approving the King County Water District No. 125 (District) 2006 Water System Plan (Plan).
On November 18, 2009, the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) reviewed the Plan and recommends its approval.  The Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 70.116.050 and King County Code (KCC) require that before becoming effective, the Plan be approved by King County.  RCW 70.116.050 requires that water system plans developed by purveyors within the boundaries of a critical water supply service area are to be reviewed by local governments to ensure that the plan is not inconsistent with the land use plans, shoreline master programs, and/or developmental policies of those local governments.  Approval of the Plan will further provide state regulatory agencies the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.  This letter and attached matrix describe the results of the county’s review of the Plan and the Plan’s consistency with King County requirements.
Plan Summary

The District is comprised of three former water districts: King County Water District Nos. 35, 38, and 43.  In 1975, Water District Nos. 35 and 38 merged to form an enlarged Water District 38.  Water District Nos. 38 and 43 consolidated two years later to form the existing King County Water District No. 125.

The Plan describes how the District intends to meet the needs of its customers for the present and reasonably foreseeable future.  The Plan includes basic population and growth data, an analysis of the present water system, a list of planned improvements to that system, discussion of the District’s conservation and financial programs, and information on the management and operation of the District’s water system.

Service Area

The District’s service area extends from State Highway 599 and the Duwamish River on the north and south to State Highway 518, Des Moines Way South on the west; and Beacon Avenue and 53rd Avenue South on the east.  While the majority of the District is west of Interstate Highway 5, a small area of the District lies east of the Duwamish River, in an unincorporated area of King County, referred to as Skyway Hill.  As of 2008, the District served a population of approximately 14,760, through an estimated 3,350 water service connections.  The service area is surrounded by neighboring water purveyors and is not expected to change.  The District serves within the corporate limits of the cities of SeaTac, Burien, and Tukwila, and unincorporated King County.
The District’s franchise is currently being reviewed by King County for renewal.
Water Use Efficiency

The District obtains its water from Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) for its primary source of supply.  Approximately 34 percent of the District’s supply is purchased from SPU through the King County Water District No. 20 system.  Additionally, the District maintains emergency interties with the City of Tukwila.  Water use within the District averaged approximately 1.43 million gallons per day (mgd) from 2006-2008 and by the year 2030 is anticipated to reach over 1.91 mgd.  The District’s average water use per equivalent residential unit in 2008 was 184 gallons per day.  The District is in compliance with the Washington State Department of Health’s Water Use Efficiency Rule.

Capital Improvement Plan
The Plan contains an ambitious six-year capital improvement plan with the cost estimated to be approximately $5.2 million.  The District identified three funding sources for the proposed improvement projects: developer extensions, rates, and general facility charges.  Total water revenues for the District in 2008 were $2,578,570.

Reclaimed Water and Regional Planning
The District recognizes the value of reclaimed water as a means to conserve and extend the useful life of the potable water supply.  The District will work with its customers and King County as appropriate to assess the feasibility of using reclaimed water for various non-potable water needs.
SEPA
The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and, as lead agency, re-issued a determination of non-significance for the issuance of the Plan on 
October 30, 2009. 
The enclosed matrix provides additional information regarding the District’s compliance with KCC requirements and consistency with the King County Comprehensive Plan.

I appreciate the District’s cooperation in submitting the Plan and working with the UTRC review process.  If you have any questions about the Plan or the proposed ordinance, please feel free to contact Stephen Hirschey, Chair of the Utilities Technical Review Committee, at 
206-205-0817.

I urge the Council to adopt the enclosed ordinance approving the District’s Plan.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine
King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff
  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Mark Parsons, Superintendent, King County Water District No. 125

Beau Schilz, PACE Engineers, Inc.
Richard Rodriguez, Regional Planner, Washington State Department of Health
Toni Rezab, Acting Director, Office of Management and Budget
Bob Burns, Deputy Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

Steve Hirschey, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee
