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SUBJECT:  The Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee, chaired by Councilmember Larry Gossett, undertook review of a wide range of issues within the committee’s jurisdiction.  Most prominent of these was the quadrennial review of the county’s Comprehensive Plan; however, the committee also addressed issues related to workforce housing, Puget Sound Partnership, and basin stewardship, among many others.  Below is a summary of legislation considered and approved by the Committee which was subsequently approved by the Council.  In addition to these issues, the Committee was briefed on a variety of resource-related issues, and also considered and approved a number of appointments to county boards and commissions.  
SUMMARY: 
2008-0041  Domestic Violence definition/review process  Amends code to specify that, for domestic violence shelters, minors living with an abused parent are not counted as part of the maximum residential limit, and allows domestic violence shelters as a permitted use in specified zones.

2008-0074  Ratification of Buildable Lands Report   Adopts findings in the 2007 King County Buildable Lands Report as final, consistent with the requirements of the Growth Management Act, which requires the county and its cities to implement a review and evaluation program, and the completion of an evaluation report, every five years.  Among the findings are that housing growth has been on track with growth targets; that new housing densities have increased compared to previous years; and that the urban growth area has sufficient land to accommodate growth forecasts.

2008-0121  DDES Permit Processing for Renton/Benson Hill Annexation  While Renton, in its annexation of the Benson Hill Communities, initially declined the DDES permitting services offered by the County as part of the annexation process, it later decided that such service would be the most efficient way of addressing this permitting need.  The Interlocal agreement attached to this measure accomplished the provision of this permitting service, provided by DDES, to this annexation area.
2008-0124, 2008-0125, 2008-0126, 2008-0127, 2008-0128  King County Comprehensive Plan Update   The King County Comprehensive Plan, required by the state Growth Management Act, is intended to manage growth so that impacts are directed away from rural and resource lands.  The 2008 update is the third major review of the county’s Comprehensive Plan.  In conducting its review, the Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee held a series of hearings throughout the county to receive input on concerns and priorities of county residents; conducted a chapter-by-chapter analysis of the Executive’s proposal, identified a range of concerns and issues, prepared a package of striking amendment to address concerns, and recommended the striker to the Council, which adopted those recommendations.  The approved Comprehensive Plan can be found electronically at http://www.metrokc.gov/permits/codes/CompPlan/ 
2008-0159  Miller Creek/Walker Creek Basin Stewardship  The Miller Creek/Walker Creek Basin Plan, addressing surface water problems and other issues within the basins, was jointly developed by participating local governments including King County.  The plan noted the impacts of major regional infrastructure, including Sea Tac Airport, Highways 509 and 518, and extensive urban-style development on the natural hydrology of the basins; goals were established to address resulting problems.  The ordinance adopted an Interlocal agreement to implement recommendations of the plan.  
2008-0183  Credit Enhancement for Affordable Workforce Housing  Increases funding amounts available for the King County Credit Enhancement Program from $100 million to $200 million.  This program, administered by DCHS, considers credit enhancement requests for development projects that provide below market housing.  For approved projects, King County commits to loan funds to the project for debt servicing in case of an operating shortfall; this reduces the interest rate for bond-financed projects.  
2008-0191  King County Open Housing Ordinance—Consistency with Federal Requirements  King County’s Open Housing ordinance is required to be substantially equivalent to the federal Fair Housing law, in order to receive fair housing funding through the federal Housing and Urban Development program.  In response to input from HUD about ‘substantial equivalence concerns’ regarding several elements of the King County ordinance, this measure was approved by the Council to address those concerns.  


2008-0207  Puget Sound Partnership Early Start  In 2007, the Council directed the Executive to prepare plans to position the county for an ‘early start’ in Puget Sound restoration efforts.  Among the plan elements were components related to  information/communications, information sharing on an inventory of actions underway; and identification of countywide priorities for action.   This legislation adopted the proposed early start plan.  

2008-0216  Low Impact Development/Built Green Demonstration Projects  The King County Housing Authority’s manages several projects intended to test standards relating to low impact development and green building technology.  This legislation added an additional project, the Park Lake Homes Site II development, as a demonstration project for low impact development/built green standards.  

2008-0270  Snoqualmie Flood-Farm Task Force Report  The Snoqualmie Flood-Farm Task Force made recommendations to address the needs of Snoqualmie Valley farmers, in the context of annual flooding impacts.  Among the recommendations were changes in legislation to expand the provisions of ‘farm pads’ to protect farm equipment, in addition to livestock, during floods; elimination of certain flood volume analysis requirements for non-residential structures; allowance for flood-proofing of certain accessory buildings.  This measure adopted the recommendations of the Task Force Report.
2008-0278  Enumclaw Fire Department Inspections of Enumclaw Expo Center  The County transferred the former King County Fairgrounds to the City of Enumclaw in 2007; the city desired to have its fire department inspect the facility prior to annexation of the land on which the facility is located. This measure authorized an Interlocal agreement to allow that inspection.  
2008-0323 Updating Agreements for Block Grant/Investment Partnership Program   King County and cities and towns participate in a consortium to manage and allocate funding for the Community Development Block Grant and HOME Investments Partnership Program.  The current consortium agreements expire at the end of 2008, and need updating through 2011.  This legislation extends the agreements as needed, and makes technical updates.  
2008-0476  Illegal Dumping prohibition  This legislation strengthens county enforcement against illegal dumping by broadening the ability of county agencies to investigate violations; among other provision, the legislation states that such dumping violates county code and is subject to civil enforcement; allows investigators to search trash for evidence of the identity of the dumper; and simplifies citation procedures and appeals.  
2008-0479  Approving the Historic Resources Action Plan  A 2008 budget proviso required that an action plan be developed to streamline permitting processes, address regulatory changes, and adopt new or revised programs concerning the region’s historic resources.  The resulting action plan identified operations that are working well, as well as those needing modification, and opportunities for coordinated outreach/education.  This legislation approved the Protection and Enhancement of Historic Resources Action Plan
