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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee
Staff Report
	Agenda Item:
	4
	Name:
	Mike Alvine

	Proposed No.:
	2013-0038
	Date:
	January 28, 2013

	Invited:
	Linh Thai, Appointee, Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committee


SUBJECT

A motion confirming the appointment of Linh Thai, who lives in council district 2, as the representative of the Vietnamese-speaking community to the King County citizen's elections oversight committee.
SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2013-0038 would confirm Mr. Linh Thai to the Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committees as a representative of the Vietnamese-speaking community.  Mr. Thai will serve a term expiring December 31, 2017.
Background 

The King County council has created three citizen's elections oversight committees.  The first was created in July 2003, the second was created in April 2005 and the current non-expiring committee was created in May 2006.  Over the years, the committees have written two substantial reports listing over 180 recommendations to improve King County elections. Nearly all the recommendations have been implemented by the County or addressed by changes to federal or state election laws. In addition, the Elections Oversight Committee provides annual reports to the Council on its activities and elections operations.
Discussion
Ordinance 15453 and Ordinance 17273 created the current Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committee (CEOC). The committee is comprised of 14 members including two non-voting members; one each from the Secretary of State’s Office and the Washington State Association of County Auditors.  A roster of the current members and the interests they represent can be found in Attachment 2 to this report. 
Mr. Linh Thai currently works for U.S. Congressman Adam Smith as his Community Liaison.  Mr. Thai is a naturalized citizen and has served in the armed forces.  He is very active in several community based organizations serving people of color on issues related economics and culture such as:

•
Hai-Dang Vietnamese Language School,

•
The MLK Business Association,

•
Tet-in-Seattle (Nonprofit organization that plans & organizes the Vietnamese 

   New Year’s celebration), 

•
Vovinam Association of Washington State (Nonprofit organization that does 

   youth development and violence prevention through teaching martial arts.),

•
Vietnamese American Chamber of Commerce, 

•
Vietnamese Community of Seattle and Vicinity, and 

•
Vietnamese Community Leadership Institute.

Mr. Thai is fluent reading, writing and speaking Vietnamese.
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2013-0038 
2. Roster of CEOC members
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