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STAFF REPORT
SUBJECT:
AN ORDINANCE related to the support of the King County law library; directing the director of the department of judicial administration to reduce the allocation of the portion of superior court civil filing fees paid to the credit of the library from the current twenty dollars to seventeen dollars as provided by RCW 27.24.070; and amending Ordinance 12383, Section 2, as amended, and K.C.C. 4.81.010.

SUMMARY:  

Proposed Ordinance 2008-0576 is before the council for consideration as part of the 2009 budget deliberations.  This legislation would change the portion of the civil filing fee collected for law libraries, reducing it from $20 to $17. This reduction of revenue would result in a projected $55,000 loss of revenue to the King County Law Library in 2009 and an $110,000 loss in 2010 and beyond. 
BACKGROUND:


RCW 27.24.070 provides for $17 of county civil filing fees to be dedicated to support county law libraries. In 2005, the state Legislature amended the statute, increasing the amount that the Department of Judicial Administration (DJA) could collect for Superior Court filings from $110 to $200. It also required that a filing fee be paid each time a counter claim, cross claim or third party claim was filed. The Legislature also enabled counties, based on need, to increase the amount of the fees that could be allocated to law libraries from $17 to $20.
In the fall of 2005, as part of the Council’s 2006 annual budget process, the Council approved Ordinance 15317. The Ordinance recognized the need for additional financial support for the King County Law Library (KCLL) and approved increasing the portion of the civil filing fee dedicated to the KCLL from $17 to $20. This revenue increase generated $110,000 annually for the Seattle KCLL.
The Executive’s 2009 proposed budget reduces the portion of the KCLL filing fee from $20 to $17, returning $55,000 to the general fund that had been allocated to the Seattle KCLL. The fee reduction is part of the “six months funding strategy” and will take effect July 1, 2009. 
ANALYSIS:
If there is no relief provided by July 1, 2009, this proposal will reduce the amount of civil filing fee revenue allocated to the KCLL. It will redirect $55,000 of filing fee revenue previously allocated to the Seattle KCLL to the general fund in 2009. In 2010, this amount is projected to be $110,000. 
The Executive cites the magnitude of the general fund deficit as the driver for reducing the amount of the civil filing fee dedicated to the KCLL. The reduction of KCLL allocation provides additional revenue to the general fund.

This legislation is inconsistent with previous legislative action and prior Council action. Ordinance 15317 recognized the financial needs of the KCLL and provided for an increased portion of the filing fee to be allocated to the KCLL. This reduction in revenue to the KCLL poses challenges to the viability of a public law library in Seattle. 

In addition to the reduction of fee revenue proposed with this legislation, the Executive proposed to eliminate all general fund support to the KCLL in 2009, resulting in a $157,507 loss of general fund. The combined total revenue loss would be $212,507.
For several years, KCLL revenues have not kept pace with growing publishing costs. Though the library trustees have revised borrowing policies and instated annual subscriber fees for attorneys, residents and businesses, revenues have not grown with expenses. This revenue reduction, along with the removal of all general fund support proposed in the 2009 budget brings into question the future of the KCLL.
OPTIONS
1. Adopt the Ordinance. The effect this action would be the increase of $55,000 to the county general fund and a simultaneous reduction of $55,000 of civil filing fee revenue to the KCLL. 
2. Do no adopt the Ordinance. The effect this action would be the decrease of $55,000 to the county general fund and a simultaneous increase of $55,000 of civil filing fee revenue to the KCLL. 

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2008-0576

2. Ordinance 15317

3. Fiscal Note

