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November 17, 2004
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, Metropolitan King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Attached for your consideration and approval is a motion establishing the 2005 State Legislative Agenda for King County.  The proposed 2005 State Agenda and 2005 Statement of State Policy Positions documents are also attached.  As in previous years, it may be necessary to further amend these documents at a later date to incorporate major issues and concerns that arise prior to the 2005 state legislative session.     

The most recent state revenue forecast projected a $1.7 billion state budget gap over the next biennium.  The County continues to face ongoing fiscal challenges delivering state mandated local government services.  Our priorities in the upcoming session include, but are not limited to, addressing the continued gridlock on our region’s roadways and the loss of critical road revenue through initiative; the crisis in non-Medicaid funded mental health services due to federal rules changes, and the impact of the mental health funding formula; seeking more tools from the state to facilitate the Growth Management Acts vision for further urban annexations in King County; and the restoration of funding for Public Health due to the loss of Motor Vehicle Excise Tax revenues.  It is clear that we will once again need an aggressive and effective lobbying effort during the 2005 state legislative session.  You will note that the attached legislative priorities reflect these concerns.
As Executive, I look forward to working collaboratively with the Council and our other intergovernmental partners including the Washington Association of Counties, the City of Seattle, and the suburban cities, to ensure we provide the support needed for our County lobbying team in Olympia.  
If you have any questions regarding this document, please contact Karen Ann Freeman, Government Relations Liaison for State Legislative Affairs, at (206) 296-4188. 
Sincerely, 

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers

ATTN:  Scott White, Chief of Staff

 Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director

 Chuck Williams, Government Relations Director
 Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council
Kurt Triplett, Chief of Staff, King County Executive Office (KCEO) 
Maura Brueger, Deputy Chief of Staff/Federal Government Affairs, KCEO
Ryan Bayne, Council Relations Director, KCEO
Karen Ann Freeman, Government Relations Liaison for State Legislative Affairs, KCEO
Nori Catabay, Government Relations Liaison for Regional and Local Affairs, KCEO

