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SUBJECT 

Panel discussion: "In the face of a future of limited resources, how is the region's infrastructure needs to be managed?"

BACKGROUND

The concept of “livable communities” has been around for many years.  There are many permutations of the concept.  However, the crux of the concept involves balancing the needs of housing, transportation, education, culture, and recreation/open space, as well as the infrastructure to support the community. 

Because of the breadth of the Physical Environment Committee’s (“PEC”) portfolio of issues (including growth management, transportation, parks, open space and cultural resources, and affordable housing) it has a unique opportunity to take a macro approach to policy decisions.  It can to move to break down the silos of each subject area and take an integrated approach to policy decisions that cut across the varied issue areas.  

PEC has instituted discussion panels to help inform the policy decisions the Council will be facing in this era of shrinking revenues and increasing service demands.  

This is the second panel, which focuses on how the infrastructure necessary to support livable communities should be managed. 

PANELISTS

Steve Banchero

Steve Banchero is the president and CEO of a family of companies spread over the Northwestern states that provide sold waste disposal services.  
Mr. Banchero has been in the waste disposal business for over 30 years, starting as a construction manager for the former Seattle Disposal company, through the management ranks of its successor Rabanco Companies to his current position.  His experience runs the gamut of the solid waste collection business.    .  

One of the companies he runs is Cedar Grove Composting.  Started in 1989, Cedar Grove has diverted over 4 million tons of organic material from landfills, preventing 3.72 metric tons (of greenhouse gas emissions - the equivalent of removing approximately 670,000 cars from the road.  Cedar Grove takes valuable resources and converts them in to earth friendly compost used to replenish urban soils, minimize storm water run-off, conserve water and provide all-natural gardening solutions that minimize chemical usage and keep waterways healthy for salmon and other vital habitat communities.

Chuck Clark

Chuck Clarke is the recently appointed CEO of the Cascade Water Alliance.  The Alliance is a consortium of eight members (five municipalities and three water districts) that joined in 1999 to supply the current and future water needs of its members in a cost-effective and environmentally responsible manner through partnerships, conservation, acquiring, constructing and managing water supply infrastructure and fostering regional water planning.  The Alliance is a non-profit corporation comprised of the cities of Bellevue, Issaquah, Kirkland, Redmond and Tukwila, and the Covington Water District, the Skyway Water and Sewer District and the Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District.  It supplies water to 370,000 residents and 22,000 businesses.
Prior to joining the Alliance, Mr. Clarke recently served as the director of Seattle Public Utilities, and had served as a deputy mayor in that city. He was the regional administration with the United States Environmental Protection Agency, the agency secretary of the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, and a Director of Washington’s Department of Ecology. 

David Hopkins

David Hopkins serves as the Washington State Department of Transportation's Director of Government Relations and Communications in the Urban Corridors Office.  In that position, he oversees a staff working on the key mega-projects in this region, including the Alaskan Way Viaduct and SR 520 Bridge replacement projects and the improvements on I-405. 

Most recently, Mr. Hopkins served as the lead staff member to the 520 Tolling Implementation Committee.  The Committee was charged by the legislature with examining a number of tolling scenarios for 520 and engaging the public and local jurisdictions in a discussion about possible tolling.  

Mr. Hopkins' previous employment also includes positions here at King County.  He served as the Regional Transportation Manager in the King County Executive's office as well as the lead staff for the Council's Regional Transit Committee.
Theresa Jennings

In 1989, Theresa Jennings began her King County career in solid waste division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks as a management analyst, rising to the level as the manager of the Solid Waste Division.  She is now director of the entire Department of Natural Resources and Parks.  That department plays an essential role in safeguarding the environment, ensuring public safety and preserving our quality of life.  She is responsible for managing the County's utilities of solid waste and sewage disposal.  Her department also manages the storm water runoff occurring in unincorporated King County.  

Prior to joining King County, Ms. Jennings served as the assistant director of utilities for the City of Norfolk, Virginia's Department of Utilities, and as the property services manager for the Washington State Major League Baseball Stadium Public Facilities District. 
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