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SUBJECT

AN ORDINANCE relating to fees and penalties for the King County International Airport. 
SUMMARY

In July 2008 the Council passed Ordinance 16217 which included changes to fees and penalties at the King County International Airport.  The ordinance was not properly advertised before the Council took action and therefore the fees and penalties could not take effect. Now that proper advertisement will have occurred prior to final council action, Proposed Ordinance 2008-0488 will repeal those sections of Ordinance 16217 relating to fees and penalties which were not properly advertised and add those sections into the code. 
Background
King County International Airport (KCIA/BFI) was established in 1928 by a vote of King County residents. KCIA/BFI has been a self-sustaining enterprise agency of county government since that time. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) classifies the airport as a Class II, primary non-hub commercial service, general aviation reliever airport. KCIA/BFI is operated in compliance with FAA regulations as an open access airport on a 24 hours/7days a week basis.
Beginning in October 2007, the Airport and King County Airport Roundtable initiated a series of workshops to provide a comprehensive review of King County Code Title 15 – Airport.  In a collaborative process policy issues were debated, airport industry best management practices reviewed, and proposed amendments evaluated.  
In July, 2008 the Council passed Ordinance 2008-0328, adopting all of the code changes proposed by the King County Airport Roundtable. However those code changes related to fees and penalties were not properly advertised and thus need to be re-considered by the Council. Proposed Ordinance 2008-0488 reintroduces the fees and penalties already adopted by the Council without proper advertisement such that they may be considered with proper advertisement. 
ANALYSIS 
The sections of 2008-0488 addressing fee and penalties at the King County International Airport include the following: 
Section 2 would specify under which conditions the airport may charge parking fees. Current county code allows the airport to establish vehicle parking rates, but does not specify under which conditions the county may impose fees.
Section 3 repeals the current fee of $5.00 per year for taxicabs, or for hire automobile services operating at the airport. The current fee is not collected. The ordinance would increase the charge to $500.00 annually only when annual airport passenger enplanements exceed 100,000.
Section 4 changes the parking/storage fees for transient general aviation aircraft to allow for free parking for the first hour. Currently, the airport is authorized to charge for the first hour. 
Section 5 assesses late fees and penalties if transient aircraft parking fees are not paid. Currently, there is no such authority to assess such late fees and penalties.
Section 6 assesses late fees and penalties if fuel field use fees are not paid. Currently, there is no such authority to assess such late fees and penalties.
Section 7 applies to aircraft that rent tie-down spaces and hangars and assesses late fees and penalties if applicable landing, tie-down, or other fees are not paid. Currently, there is no such authority to assess such late fees and penalties.
Section 8 increases the minimum landing fee from $2.50 to $5.00 per landing and assesses a late fee for unpaid landing fees. 
Section 9 increases the passenger terminal user fee from $0.50 to $1.00 per deplaning passenger for those aircraft with a seating capacity of 10 or more. 
Section 10 specifies that all aircraft operated for hire or engaged in a commercial business activity must pay a landing fee based on the aircraft’s weight. It also sets forth the exemptions to the landing fee.
Section 11 specifies the airport property rental rate shall be based upon fair market rental value and establishes a wait list application fee of $10.00 
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2008-0488
2.  Letters of support from King County Airport Roundtable
INVITED

Gary Molyneaux, Manager Airport Planning and Program Development, King County International Airport 
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