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Introduction
The adopted King County 2010 budget includes the following proviso:
“Of this appropriation, $100,000 may not be expended or encumbered until the executive has submitted for council consideration and acceptance by motion, a report on steps taken or planned by the executive to maintain the valued and long-standing relationship between King County and the Washington State University Cooperative Extension Service.  In light of the severe funding constraints faced by King County, the report shall include an evaluation of potential nonmonetary, in-kind support that may be provided to the Washington State University Cooperative Extension Service by King County, as well as ways to coordinate with and assist the service in efforts to obtain and leverage grants from outside resources.  The report shall be transmitted to the council by March 1, 2010.”

This report responds to the proviso.  Specifically, in response to the proviso, the report describes the following:

1. Steps taken and planned by the executive, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) and the Seattle-King County Department of Public Health (DPH) to maintain the valued and long-standing relationship between King County and the Washington State University Cooperative Extension Service.
2. A description of current and potential nonmonetary, in-kind support provided to the Washington State University Cooperative Extension Service (WSU Extension) by King County, and
3. Options to coordinate with and assist WSU Extension in efforts to obtain and leverage grants from outside resources.
In addition the report includes a summary of current, 2010 partnerships that both DNRP and DPH are engaged in with WSU Extension.
In recognition of the value that WSU Extension has brought and may continue to bring to King County and its citizens, an opportunity exists with this proviso response to recommend ways to redefine the relationship between WSU Extension and King County.  It is the intent of the Executive to support continuation of this partnership despite current fiscal constraints that King County is facing in providing financial support to WSU Extension in both the general fund and special revenue funds.

I.
Status of WSU Extension Services in King County 2010
In 2010 WSU Extension Services in King County are devoted to a range of related programs called Youth and Healthy Living.  Under this banner, WSU Extension is implementing, in partnership with DPH, local community groups and coalitions, local school districts and parks departments several grant funded partnerships as well as the general fund supported 4-H programs for youth.
The Youth and Healthy Living Program is housed in Renton at the Department of Development and Environmental Services (DDES) building under a single manager, whose compensation is funded entirely by grants.  The Youth and Healthy Living Program consists of four elements that are designed to improve the lives and community options for youth and populations at risk in King County.  Currently, one program element, 4-H, is directly funded by King County and is part of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with King County.  The 4-H program has three FTE’s, partnering with Seattle Parks and Recreation.  The 4-H program is being funded with $109,000 in 2009 General Fund revenues that were available on a one time only basis.  The program is exploring partnerships with the King County Food and Fitness Initiative (KCFFI) and Seattle and King County Housing Authorities.
The structure of the 4-H MOU follows the statewide MOU that WSU Extension has with other counties in the state whereby WSU Extension faculty and staff are cost-shared on a set formula.  Under this formula, the county also pays for office space, IT support and other administrative support.  The 2009 General Fund appropriation is paying for these services for 4-H in 2010.
Besides 4-H, the other three elements of the Youth and Healthy Living Program are grant funded and operate in partnership with numerous public agencies and community based-organizations (school districts, community centers, parks departments, etc.).  Office space and other support services at DDES are funded by the separate grants identified below.
These other program elements are:
· King County Food and Fitness Initiative, led by two FTE’s, (funded by Kellogg Foundation); partners with Public Health and other collaborative partners and provides funding to DPH, Delridge Neighborhood Development Association (DNDA) and, White Center Community Development Association (WCCDA).  Over a two year period, working with over 40 local partners the Food and Fitness Initiative will develop plans to provide children, youth, and families with greater access to affordable and healthy food and to safe spaces and structures for physical activity, while supporting local, sustainable agriculture
· Food Sense/SNAP-Ed Program (funded by grants), two full time employees plus several part-time, school year employees; partners with DPH and multiple school districts including Highline, Tukwila, Auburn and (in past) Renton.  The Food Sense/SNAP-Ed Program works to improve the nutrition of limited-income children and their families using a nutrition curriculum. 
· Strengthening Families Program, 1 FTE, (funded by the Raikes Foundation).  The Strengthening Families Program provides parent, youth and family education. 
In addition, there are three project-specific partnerships that are the result of King County contracts that WSU Extension is providing to King County in 2010 in support of agriculture and forestry programs.  These are:

· A $50,000 contract with WSU Extension Agriculture Program to develop a Best Management Practices (BMP) Manual for a new, streamlined Agricultural Drainage Assistance Program (funded by King County Surface Water Management funds); services are being provided by Pierce County WSU Extension Service;

· A $15,000 contract with WSU Extension Forestry Program for forestry stewardship services and classes in the Snoqualmie Watershed (funded by Snoqualmie Watershed Forum grant funds); services are being provided by Snohomish County WSU Extension Service; and

· $1,000 contract with WSU Extension Forestry Program for forestry support for the FIREWISE program; services are being provided by Snohomish County WSU Extension Service.  The FIREWISE program is a federally-funded fire safety program for rural homeowners.
There are several other programs operating in King County that have been associated with WSU Extension in the past but are now independent or part of other WSU programs.  These are:
· The King County Master Gardening Program which has 0.75 FTE faculty funded by WSU and space and support provided by the University of Washington Center for Urban Horticulture;
· The Immigrant Farmer Program which has 1 FTE funded grants to work with immigrant farm communities to provide technical assistance to immigrant farmers regarding agricultural operations.
II. Plans for Future King County Support for WSU Extension Service

Although all services from the provision of space to information technology support and technical coordination services require financial resources, the Executive has identified several areas in which the County and WSU can continue to partner, as appropriate, despite significant fiscal challenges.  As discussed below, the Executive is committed to continuing to pursue mutually-beneficial partnerships between the County and WSU.  The relationship is likely to include the joint pursuit of federal and state grant funds, consistent with the shared values of the County and WSU extension.
Youth and Healthy Living Partnerships.  Consistent with available resources, the Executive plans to continue to involve WSU in a broad range of partnerships in the community, as well as joint applications for federal and state grants and contract opportunities that take advantage of specific WSU expertise.  It appears that the greatest potential opportunities exist with the Youth and Healthy Living Program, particularly with populations at risk.
Partnerships with Public Health.  Seattle-King County Department of Public Health, as it has in the past, will also continue to work actively with WSU Extension to apply jointly for grants for bodies of work that are of benefit to the citizens of King County and which implement high-priority programs for improving the health and fitness of King County citizens.  It appears that there are numerous on-going grant opportunities in this area that will be mutually beneficial for both the County and WSU.
Agricultural and Forestry Partnerships to Benefit Farmers and Rural Landowners.  DNRP also plans to work on a project-specific basis, consistent with available resources, to develop a regional partnership model with WSU Extension across Pierce, King and Snohomish counties for supporting sustainable agriculture and forestry services.  Specific opportunities in the next year include joint application for state or federal funding for plantings and restoration projects in agricultural lands associated with drainage maintenance.
4-H. The Executive is also committed to evaluating future potential options for supporting 4-H and related programs in King County, despite the current fiscal challenges.
III. Conclusion
WSU and the county have engaged in productive partnerships that have benefitted our citizens for many years.  The opportunities identified above are important areas in which it appears that this partnership can be continued and strengthened, despite the significant fiscal challenges faced by both WSU and the county.  In addition, the executive is committed to identifying new areas in which additional partnerships may be appropriate and mutually beneficial to the County, WSU and most importantly, to our citizens and their families.
1

