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Metropolitan King County Council
Health, Housing, and Human Services Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	14 - 16
	Name:
	Sam Porter

	Proposed No.:
	2024-0120
2024-0330
2024-0368
	Date:
	February 4, 2025



SUBJECT

Proposed Motions to confirm the appointments of the following individual to the King County Women's Advisory Board:
· Leslie Kae Hamada, who lives in Council District 9, for a partial term to expire on July 1, 2026, as a Council at-large representative.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Proposed Motion 2024-0120] 

· Maria Langbauer, who lives in Council District 8, for a partial term to expire on July 1, 2026, representing District 8.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Proposed Motion 2024-0330] 

· Michelle Maley, who lives in Council District 7, for a three-year term to expire on July 1, 2027, representing District 7.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Proposed Motion 2024-0368] 


BACKGROUND 

Described in King County Code 2.30, the Women’s Advisory Board (WAB) was created to act in an advisory capacity to the King County Executive, the County Council, and make recommendations to ensure the needs, rights, and well-being of women in King County are taken into account in the development and implementation of legislation, policies, programs, and funding. The duties of the WAB are described in K.C.C. 2.30.010 as:
A.  To assess the needs of women in King County and make recommendations regarding how best to meet their unmet needs;
B.  To review county programs serving women, including their budgets, and recommend ways that these programs can be more responsive to the needs of women and more effective in meeting women’s needs;
C.  To work with community members and service agencies, to identify, develop, and promote programs that will improve the status and well-being of women;
D.  To act as a proponent within county government to improve the status of women;
E.  To make recommendations to the county council and to the county executive on legislation, policies, programs and funding necessary to carry out the purposes of this chapter;
F.  To inform and educate the public regarding the status of women and policies and programs that may affect the status and well-being of women.
G.  To work with other county boards and commissions, including the children and family commission, to further the purposes of the women’s advisory board.
H.  To submit an annual report during the first quarter of each year to the executive and council which summarizes the board’s accomplishments, identifies recommendations from the past year’s work and includes the board’s work program for the coming year.

The King County WAB has fifteen members, one nominated from each Council District and six at-large members, of whom four shall be nominated by the Council and two shall be nominated by the Executive. All nominations shall represent a diversity of age, area of residence, profession, and race and ethnicity. Membership cannot include employees or board members of agencies receiving funding through the women’s program. Nominees shall be appointed by the County Executive and confirmed by the County Council by motion.

APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Leslie Kae Hamada is retired and according to her application materials has been an advocate for her community for many years focused on children, women, and civil rights. She ran an emergency assistance program for her church and has experience assisting households experiencing financial difficulties. If appointed, Ms. Hamada would serve as a Council at-large representative. 

Maria Langbauer is a Senior Economic Development Strategist with the City of SeaTac and holds a Master of Business Administration from the University of Oregon and a Master of Urban Planning from San Jose State University. If appointed, Ms.  Langbauer would serve as the District 8 representative.

Michelle Maley currently serves as Counsel for the law firm Perkins Coie. She received her legal education at Harvard Law School and holds a Bachelor of Arts from Washington State University (WSU). She also serves on the WSU Honors College Advisory Board. If appointed, Ms.  Maley would serve as the District 7 representative.

ANALYSIS

Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointments which appear to be consistent with King County Code requirements. According to the WAB profile dated January 14, 2025, there are two vacancies on the Women's Advisory Board: the District 6 representative and an Executive at-large position. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2024-0120  
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Proposed Motion 2024-0330 
4. Transmittal Letter
5. Proposed Motion 2024-0368 
6. Transmittal Letter
7. WAB Board Profile dated January 14, 2025
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