




[image: image1]

2004 Comprehensive Plan Update 





Background


First major update since 2000.


Sample elements of draft proposal:


New provisions for rural economic development


New provisions for Green Building/alternative development standards


Revised approach to determining traffic concurrency 


Revised policies for Potential Annexation Areas


Proposed amendments to King County Comprehensive Plan (KCCP) Policies will need to be accompanied by an analysis of consistency with the Growth Management Act and Countywide Planning Policies. 





Council Review Process


Some standing committees will be asked to review portions of the proposal (e.g., transportation chapter) and make recommendations to GMUAC by June 1.


For purposes of reviewing Comprehensive Plan update, all councilmembers are ex-officio voting members of GMUAC.


Will plan round of off-site public meetings for April.





Approach for Review


Recognize linkages and ensure consistency between KCCP, CAO, Clearing and Grading, and Stormwater ordinances.


Work through policy context, technical basis, and issues associated with the substance of the proposals before delving into specific language of the ordinances.


As much as possible, try to identify areas of agreement early so that the committee can focus on major issues for resolution (this approach is similar to the budget panel review process).  


Hold member field trip in March. 





Timing


Goal: GMUAC review by no later than late July to allow for council review and action before budget. 











Stormwater Ordinance and Surface Water Design Manual Update


Sets thresholds for drainage review and standards for flow control, water quality, and sediment and erosion control.


Likely to include provisions for both constructed drainage controls (like retention ponds) and flow control Best Management Practices (BMPs), like use of native vegetation to disperse and infiltrate runoff.


Anticipated areas of controversy include lower threshold for drainage review (i.e., smaller projects would be subject to drainage review), and new requirements for redevelopment. 


Intended to implement BAS.





Clearing and Grading Ordinance


Rewrite of Title 16 (Clearing and Grading Code).


Anticipated areas of controversy include proposed limits on total impervious surface (pavement and rooftops) and clearing. 


Intended to implement BAS.





Critical Areas Ordinance (CAO)


First major update of King County environmental regulations since adoption of Sensitive Areas Ordinance in 1990.


Will address both resource protection and life/safety issues (e.g., development standards for flood hazard areas).


Intended to implement state requirement for use of Best Available Science (BAS) as basis for development regulations designating and protecting critical areas. 


Anticipated areas of controversy include wetland and stream buffers, rural and urban equity, and application of BAS.
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