[image: image1.wmf]
Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:                    2
DATE: 

July 17, 2003
PROPOSED ORDINANCE   2003-0290
PREPARED BY: 
Clifton Curry
SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE renaming the Shoreline district court building the Judge Robert A. Wacker Memorial Building in honor of Judge Robert A. Wacker, past district court judge, King County Shoreline district court.
SUMMARY:  This proposed ordinance rename the district court facility in Shoreline after District Court Judge Robert A. Wacker who passed away on Tuesday, April 1, 2003 from an aggressive form of cancer.
Judge Wacker was elected to the District Court on January 13, 1975 and served as Presiding Judge of the County’s District Court in 1976 and 1977.  Judge Wacker was one of the longest-seated judges in King County, having served 28 years on the district court bench.  Prior to his election to the Court, he served as Judge Pro Tem being appointed to that position in 1972.  Before that he served as a deputy prosecutor for King County under Charles O. Carroll, and in private practice working with the late Chief Justice Barbara Durham.  Judge Wacker served and chaired many committees in the District Court throughout his tenure on the bench.

Judge Wacker was born in Boston and raised in New York and graduated from Trinity High School.  He completed his undergraduate work at Columbia University and the University of Washington in 1959.  Judge Wacker graduated from the University of Washington Law School in 1964.

The Shoreline Courthouse.  The King County District Court, East Division, Shoreline Courthouse is located on Meridian Avenue North, in the City of Shoreline.  The East Division has ten judges elected to serve the area, generally two in the Shoreline Courthouse. The Shoreline Courthouse serves the cities of Shoreline and Kenmore. The University of Washington Police and the Washington State Patrol also file cases in Shoreline.  The facility processes over 21,000 cases a year. Filings include traffic and non-traffic misdemeanors, infractions, civil and small claims cases, and Domestic Violence Orders for Protection, along with Name Changes. In addition, the courthouse processes passport applications. 
The Shoreline Courthouse also houses offices for the King County District Court Probation Department, Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, and a Domestic Violence Victim Advocate serving the cities of Shoreline, Kenmore and the State of Washington. The Juvenile Conference Committee (diversion program of the Superior Court Juvenile Division) for King County makes use of the courthouse in the evenings for parent/child diversion hearings.  The Shoreline Court is also a partner with the Shoreline Arts Council in presenting the “Concerts at the Court” summer concert series.  The court adjoins one of the most heavily used ball/soccer fields in the City of Shoreline.
Attendees:

Hon. Wesley Saint Clair, Presiding Judge, King County District Court

Tricia Crozier, Chief Administrative Officer, King County District Court
Attachments: 

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2003-0290
