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SUBJECT:  A motion approving King County’s plans for supporting the Puget Sound Partnership, which includes a work program; existing and potential expansion of water quality monitoring programs and scientific studies; and county organization for Puget Sound recovery.

SUMMARY:  
In July 2007, the Council approved legislation (King County Ordinance 15869) which directed the Executive to prepare a plan to help position the county for an early start in the Puget Sound Partnership’s restoration efforts.  Motion 2008-0207 approves the plan prepared by the Executive.
BACKGROUND: 

In 2007, the Washington State Legislature established the Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) to lead efforts to protect and restore Puget Sound. Ordinance 15869 directed the Executive to prepare a plan to help position the county for an early start in the Puget Sound Partnership’s restoration efforts. A preliminary work program was submitted as required in September 2007. The final work program was due by January 1, 2008.
ANALYSIS :
Ordinance 15869 required the county’s early action plan to include several components. Each of the required components and a summary of the Executive’s responses are discussed below.

Ordinance 15869 Plan Requirements 
Section 1, A and B. (Communication Plans; Assembly of elected officials)
· A public information/communications plan among local government officials and staff
· A strategy for the assembly of elected officials and staff; including a gathering of officials associated with the WRIA forums to share an assessment and inventory of actions completed or underway
Final Response to Ordinance 15869, Section 1 A and B, (Communication Plans; Assembly of elected officials)
The report outlines the existing communications strategies used by King County and notes the county plans to build off of the many of the existing communication tools. For example, the report notes that the regional salmon recovery process provides opportunities for communication among elected officials and others. The report notes that at the direction of the King County Council, the county successfully included PSP coordination as a key component in the watershed assembly it organized in December 2007 for members of WRIAs 7, 8, 9, and 10. As the PSP’s Ecosystem Coordination Board (ECB) Chair, Executive Sims will play a key communication and coordination role with many partners in King County. 
Ordinance 15869 Plan Requirements Section 1, C (Countywide Priorities ) 
· A proposal for identifying countywide priorities for action and funding to support Sound restoration projects and programs
Final Response to Ordinance 15869, Section 1, C (Countywide Priorities)
The final response to Ordinance 15869 indicates King County will identify countywide priorities for Puget Sound actions and funding through the numerous existing programs that support the PSP’s vision and goals. In addition, the PSP 2020 Action Agenda will help the region and King County identify priorities. The report outlines some key actions that the county can take in 2008 to help move Puget Sound forward. Many of the priorities are based on the five immediate actions requested by the Governor (Sound Health, Sound Future, Puget Sound Partnership Recommendations, December 2006) 
The recommendations for the 2008 work plan are summarized below. A complete list can be found on pages 36-39 of the final response to Ordinance 15869.
2008 Work Plan
1. Participate in PSP Action Agenda and Coordinate Among County Departments.
2. Help Address the Governor’s 5 Areas for Immediate Action.
I. Identify and address areas with immediate septic problems.

· Develop a strategy for increased funding for PHSKC’s monitoring and coordination related to onsite sewer system issues

· Support alternative funding for septic repairs and provide options to landowners with limited land available for traditional systems.

II. Protect Puget Sound habitat.

· Identify opportunities for enhanced protection on Road Services Division projects
· Conduct CSO treatment technology pilot study and submit CSO plan to Ecology

· Initiate the reclaimed water comprehensive plan 

· Adopt a new Shoreline Master Program

III. Implement priority projects to restore damaged forests, rivers, shorelines, and marine waters.

· Short-Span Bridge replacements

· Support PSP in seeking increased funding for Puget Sound habitat restoration projects

· Support PSP in forming a task force to research issues related to formation of Marine Reserve Areas

IV. Accelerate control and cleanup of toxic pollution

· Support requests for federal DEA waiver to collect unused pharmaceuticals

· Support a 2008 bill in the Washington State Legislature to require product stewardship
· Clean up contaminated sediments at Denny and Duwamish CSO sites

· Develop food web model for Central Puget Sound

V. Significantly reduce polluted stormwater runoff. 

· Secure grant funding for STORM program and stormwater retrofit analysis pilot in 2008.

· Develop a strategy for complying with the increased requirements of the municipal stormwater anticipated in 2009-2010.

· Work with PSP, Ecology, and others to develop a major new effort to address critical local government stormwater retrofits.

3. Address need for additional Puget Sound monitoring.
4. Continue existing work programs that support Puget Sound recovery.

Ordinance 15869 Plan Requirements Section 1, D (Aquatic Reserves)
· A preliminary plan identifying the organization, agencies, and individuals, together with potential funding sources, that have the availability and capacity to research the role which aquatic reserves can play in the Puget Sound.
Final Response to Ordinance 15869, Section 1, D (Aquatic Reserves)
The report notes the county will collaborate with PSP and the state Legislature to encourage the formation of a task force under the Ecosystem Coordination Board and the Science Panel to research both science and policy issues related to the establishment of marine reserve areas in Puget Sound. The report recommends this task force be led by research staff from the University of Washington’s School of Marine Affairs. 
Ordinance 15869 Plan Requirements, Section 2 (Monitoring and Science)
Report on how King County and other local agencies will be coordinating and conducting adequate testing, monitoring, and studies to support a science based approach to protecting and restoring the health of Puget Sound.

· An assessment of the county’s current role in monitoring, modeling, data management and research regarding water quality responsibilities
· A plan for working with state and federal agencies to identify additional work needed to monitor and measure cumulative ecosystem changes and interactions
· Directs executive to identify steps, investments and funding sources needed to expand current water quality monitoring network for integration into the Partnership’s monitoring and assessment efforts. 
Final Response to Ordinance 15869, Section 2 (Monitoring and Science)
The submitted plan includes a detailed discussion of the current monitoring activities, including water quality. The report also identifies important data gaps. King County is working with PSP and other monitoring groups to help develop a strategy for funding and implementing a collaborative monitoring program that meets both King County’s regulatory and adaptive management needs and contributes to the recovery of Puget Sound. 
Ordinance 15869 Plan Requirements 
Section 3: (King County Organization for Puget Sound Recovery)
· Options and recommendations for the reorganization either at the executive level or within the department of natural resources and parks to create an organizational unit or division that is tasked with being the internal coordinating agency for all King County activities related to improving and restoring the health of Puget Sound.

Final Response to Ordinance 15869, Section 3, (King County Organization for Puget Sound Recovery)
The Executive’s plan calls for King County to build stronger coordination among existing operations rather than creating a new organization, division, or unit to fulfill its responsibilities in Puget Sound recovery.

During fall 2007, King County formalized the Puget Sound team, an interdepartmental and interdisciplinary workgroup. The team is charged with aligning and coordinating all of King County’s work that affects the health and recovery of Puget Sound. The team includes DNRP, DDES, the Executive Office, Public Health-Seattle and King County, the Department of Transportation and King County Council. 
The Puget Sound team will assess the King County organizational structure upon completion of the 2020 Action Agenda and as PSP moves to implement the agenda. At that time, the Puget Sound Team may recommend a different organizational structure if needed.
ATTACHMENTS:
1) Proposed Motion 2008-0207

2) King County’s Plans for Supporting the Puget Sound Partnership Final Response to Ordinance 15869 
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