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Metropolitan King County Council

Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee

	Agenda Item No.:
	6
	Date:
	February 12, 2008

	Ordinance No.:
	2008-0041
	Prepared by:
	Rick Bautista

	Attending:
	Harry Reinert, Special Projects Manager, DDES


Subject:  AN ORDINANCE relating to the definition of and review process for domestic violence shelters.
Background:  
In January 2002, the council adopted Ordinance 14279 which amended Title 21A (the Zoning Code) to permit domestic violence shelters as an outright permitted use within the R-1 through R-8 zones, provided that the shelters are limited in size to no more than 10 residents and staff.

The code change was intended to enhance security for domestic violence shelters by preserving confidentiality as to the location of such shelters and to protect shelter residents and staff, neighbors and the community at large by reducing the likelihood of discovery by an abusive spouse, partner or other family member.
Prior to the code change, a conditional use permit (and its highly-public review process) was required because, historically, group residences consisted primarily of former criminal offenders, runaways or substance abuse patients.  The public review process for such group homes was intended as a means to address any security concerns that may be raised by neighbors about group home residents.  
However, the council made a clear distinction from other types of group homes, in that domestic violence shelters exist to serve the needs of victims of domestic violence, rather than former criminal offenders, runaways or substance abuse patients.  
SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS:

Proposed Ordinance 2008-0041 would amend Title 21A as follows:

· K.C.C. 21A.06.220 (definition of “Community residential facility - CRF") is amended to clarify that for purposes of domestic violence shelters, minors living with an abused parent are not to be counted as part of the maximum number of residents.  

· KCC 21A.08.030 (Residential land use table) is amended to allow CRF IIs in the R-1 through R-8 zones as a permitted use, only if the facility is a domestic violence shelter with no more than eighteen residents or staff.

Domestic violence remains a sad reality facing many of the most vulnerable members of our society.  Unfortunately, there seems to be an increasing need for such shelters based upon requests for an increase to the number of residents that may be permitted.

In addition, the victims of domestic violence are often not limited to single individuals, but may often include entire families.  Families that have been traumatized by their exposure to domestic violence may be further traumatized and would not be well served, if the children of such families are separated from their abused parent.  Permitting such families to stay together allows for more effective recovery from the trauma of domestic violence.

PROCEDURAL NOTE:

Proposed Ordinance 2008-0041 is a development regulation subject to both state Growth Management Act notice and King County public advertising requirements.  Therefore, the council cannot act on the legislation prior to March 17, 2008.  
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