[image: image1.png]u

King County




Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	9
	Name:
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SUBJECT

AN ORDINANCE relating to emergency jail housing and authorizing an emergency jail housing agreement between King County and Pierce County.
SUMMARY

This proposed ordinance would extend the existing agreement between the Pierce County Sheriff’s Office and the County to house King County inmates in the event of an emergency.  This agreement was originally approved by the King County Council in November 2009 as Ordinance 16683 in response to the planning for potential flooding in the Green River Valley.  The county extended the agreement again in 2011 with the adoption of Ordinance 17238.  During the county’s emergency and disaster planning, the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention recognized that it could have to move inmates out of the Maleng Regional Justice Center as a consequence of a possible flood or other emergency.  This ordinance would extend the agreement through December 31, 2015, with the option of three one-year extensions.    
BACKGROUND

The King County Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD) operates one of the largest detention systems in the Pacific Northwest.  The department is responsible for the operation of two adult detention facilities—the King County Correctional Facility in Seattle and the Maleng Regional Justice Center (MRJC) in Kent—with over 30,000 bookings a year and an average daily population of 1,889 pre- and post-adjudicated felons and misdemeanants every day.  The average daily population of the department’s Seattle facility in 2014 was 1,136 inmates and 753 inmates were housed at the MRJC.  
Green River Flood Preparation.  In 2009, King County was informed by the Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) that damage to the Howard Hanson Dam’s impoundment structure could lead to widespread flooding in the Green River Valley.  Early predictions indicated that two to three feet of water at ground floor elevations could flood the detention portion of the Maleng Regional Justice Center, leaving it uninhabitable for inmates and staff.  The department developed plans for moving most of the inmates at the MRJC to the Seattle KCCF, but also recognized that other alternatives were needed, either because of space limitations at the KCCF or because transportation could be disrupted by flooding.  As a result of this planning, the Executive negotiated agreements to provide for the emergency housing of inmates at the Pierce County and Kitsap County jails.  The County Council adopted these agreements in November 2009.  The Pierce County agreement was adopted as Ordinance 16683.  The county extended the agreement again in 2011 as Ordinance 17238. In 2011, the county determined that it would not need Kitsap County resources in the event of an emergency and the agreement with Kitsap County was allowed to lapse.
The agreement would provide King County the ability to relocate inmates to Pierce County jail facilities with emergency notice to Pierce County as defined in the agreement.  This agreement could only be implemented in case of an emergency and at the direction of the King County Executive.  The daily cost to King County would be $35 a day per inmate, plus the cost of King County corrections officers to guard King County inmates at the Pierce County facility.  In addition, the contract would allow for the continuation of tracking any inmates through the county’s current information technology systems provide for visitation by family, professionals, establish responsibilities for inmate medical services, and allow commissary purchases. 

Proposed Extension.  This proposed ordinance would extend the contract term with Pierce County to December 31, 2015, with the option to extend the agreement for three one year periods through the end of 2018.    
ANALYSIS

If approved and executed, this extension will provide the county with the ability to use Pierce County jail facilities in the event of an emergency or disaster affecting the operations of the MRJC.  The proposed agreement would extend the contract to December 31, 2015, and allow for three one-year extensions. 

Under the agreement extension, Pierce County would provide maintenance, food, unit and laundry supplies for the King County inmates housed in its facilities, while King County would retain custody of the inmates. Under the agreement, King County would staff the unit with two King County corrections officers and a sergeant and also provide an officer to support laundry services for these inmates.   Pierce County would provide emergency response for the living unit.  The agreement appears to be a reasonable method to ensure that the county has emergency jail capacity in the event of a disaster or other emergency. 
The original agreement, adopted in 2009 along with this most recent agreement, was reviewed by the Council’s legal counsel who recommended changes to the Interlocal Agreement.  Those changes are reflected in this new agreement which has been approved by the Pierce County Executive, Sheriff, and Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
ATTENDEES:

· William Hayes, Director, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention
· Steve Larsen, Chief of Administration, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2015-0033 with attachments
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
1 of 3
Page 3 of 3

[image: image1.png]