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March 15, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed for your review and consideration is a motion confirming the credit of certain matching funds for the City of Enumclaw’s Big Spring Creek Conservation Futures acquisition project, funded by Ordinance 14213.
 

The Newaukum Creek/Big Spring Creek acquisition project is a 58.25-acre site that contains portions of Newaukum Creek and Big Spring Creek, located adjacent to the City of Enumclaw’s Mahler Park.  In September 2001 the Council allocated $460,000 to the project by Ordinance 14213.  By Ordinance 14212, the Council authorized the Executive to enter into an interlocal cooperation agreement with the City for the disbursement of Conservation Futures funds to the City for the project.  The interlocal agreement contains a requirement of Ordinance 13717, which governs Conservation Futures, that the City provide matching funds for the Project, either in cash or in the cash value of land associated with the project.  

In its application for Conservation Futures funds in 2001, the City proposed that it would meet the matching funds requirement through a novel partnership with King County.  Through this partnership, King County and the City will each acquire adjacent properties on Newaukum and Big Spring Creeks and each will work with the Mid-Sound Fisheries group to restore streamside habitat on those properties.  The lands purchased by partner King County will serve as the match for the City’s Conservation Futures grant and the habitat values of the County and City lands will be permanently preserved through an exchange of conservation easements over those lands by the two jurisdictions.  

The City’s attorney has requested confirmation by King County that this interpretation meets the matching funds requirement of Ordinance 13717, as that ordinance does not directly address the provision of matching funds by a partner.  The King County Prosecuting Attorney has recommended that a Council motion would confirm this interpretation and the exchange of conservation easements would protect the permanence of the match relationship between the two partners. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request.  If you have any questions, please call Faith Roland, Acquisition Supervisor, Capital Projects and Open Space Acquisitions Section, Water and Land Resources Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at (206) 296-7804.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Ellen Petre, Interim Chief of Staff

 Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




 Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Budget


Steve Broz, Budget Supervisor, Office of Budget


Robert Stier, Deputy Prosecutor, King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)


Faith Roland, Acquisition Supervisor, Capital Projects and Open Space Section, 


    Water and Land Resources Division, DNRP

