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Metropolitan King County Council
Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	5
	Name:
	Miranda Leskinen

	Proposed No.:
	2023-0123
	Date:
	June 6, 2023



SUBJECT

A Motion to confirm the appointment of the following individual to the King County Communities of Opportunity (COO)-Best Starts for Kids levy advisory board:

· Cilia Jurdy, who resides in Council District 1, to serve as a member of the COO systems and policy change representatives group, for the remainder of a three-year term to expire on June 30, 2025.

BACKGROUND 

History. King County voters approved the 2022-2027 renewal Best Starts for Kids Levy (BSK) in August 2021. The BSK Levy is overseen by the Children and Youth Advisory Board (CYAB), which carries dual responsibilities tied to the Best Starts for Kids Levy and the Youth Action Plan, as well as the Communities of Opportunity-Best Starts for Kids (COO-BSK) Advisory Board, which is the advisory body for the COO portion of the levy. Of note, the King County Code section pertaining to the Board for the initial 2016-2021 BSK Levy expired at the end of 2021.

Ordinance 19267, which placed the levy proposition for the renewal BSK Levy on the ballot, required the Executive to transmit to the Council by October 1, 2021, a Best Starts for Kids Levy Governance Update Report, an ordinance adopting the report, and accompanying legislation to effectuate the recommendations in the report. 

In February 2022, the Council adopted Ordinance 19399, which effectuated and codified (adding a new section, K.C.C. 2A.300.521) the Executive’s recommended updates to the COO-BSK Advisory Board, including increasing the size of the board, increasing the number of community-held seats, plus other modifications to the board composition and eligibility requirements for serving on the board.

Requirements relating to the composition, duties and terms of the Board are identified in K.C.C. 2A.300.521.

APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Cilia Jurdy is currently the Development and Operations Director for FEEST[footnoteRef:1], which is a recipient of Communities of Opportunity (COO) financial support and a member of the White Center COO Place-based & Cultural Communities partnership. Ms. Jurdy’s application materials indicate that she is a lifelong King County resident with professional, educational and personal experience in building equity and nonprofit leadership. As further indicated in her application materials, in response to a question regarding her vision and hope for COO over the next five years, Ms. Jurdy shared that her vision includes COO building and strengthening relationships across communities and sectors, continuing to authentically elevate community voices and implementing community-driven, solutions-based work. [1:  As indicated on its website (https://www.feestseattle.org/ ), FEEST trains youth of color and working-class youth to build collective power and organize for transformative and systemic change in their schools, including school food organizing (e.g., promoting access to fresh, healthy and culturally relevant school meals).] 


ANALYSIS

Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointment which appears to be consistent with King County Code requirements.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2023-0123 
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Board Profile, Dated March 2023
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