[image: image2.png]u

King County




Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee


REVISED STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	
	Name:
	Nick Wagner

	Proposed No.:
	2011-0277
	Date:
	June 14, 2011

	Invited:
	Kelli Williams, Public Records Officer, Department of Executive Services

	
	


U
At its meeting on June 14, 2011, the committee made a technical amendment to the proposed ordinance and reported it out of committee by a vote of 3-0 (two excused) with a Do Pass recommendation.

SUBJECTU


A proposed ordinance amending the county’s public records ordinance.
USUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2011-0277 (pp. 3-10 of these materials) would amend the county’s public records ordinance, KCC Chapter 2.12 (pp. 13-20 of these materials), as follows:

1. To promote openness in county government, the ordinance would be amended to provide that public records officers responding to public disclosure requests should inform the requestor about other agencies believed to have responsive records; and

2. To facilitate the Council’s oversight of county agency responses to public disclosure requests, without unduly burdening the county’s public records officers, the information to be included in the annual reports submitted by each agency to the county council would be revised and supplemented as set forth in the ordinance.
UBACKGROUND

Ordinance 16679, adopted by the Council on 12 October 2009, amended KCC Chapter 2.12 (“Maintenance of Permanent Records”) in response to the Washington Attorney General’s model rules and comments on public records compliance (WAC 44-14). Chapter 2.12 governs the procedures for county agencies to follow in responding to public disclosure requests.

In recent meetings, this committee has been reviewing county agency compliance with Ordinance 16679. That review has identified possible amendments to the ordinance that might further advance the Council’s goal of making the public disclosure process as open and efficient as possible. Those amendments are contained in Proposed Ordinance 2011-0277 and are described below.

UPROPOSED ORDINANCE
A. Notice of Records in Other Agencies
Section 1 of Proposed Ordinance 2011-0277 (pp. 4-7 of these materials) would provide that a public records officer who believes that another county agency is likely to have records responsive to a particular public disclosure request should so inform the requestor and provide the requestor with the name and contact information of the public records officer of each such agency.

The amendment explicitly states that: (1) the officer is not required to review records or otherwise investigate for the purpose of determining whether other agencies are likely to have additional records that are responsive to the request; and (2) the amendment is intended to enhance the public’s access to public records, not to impose any legal obligation on county agencies beyond the obligations imposed by state law.
B. Improved Disclosure Reports By County Agencies

To give the Council a more complete picture of agency performance in responding to public disclosure requests, Section 2 of Proposed Ordinance 2011-0277 (pp. 7-9 of these materials) would require each agency to include the following additional information concerning each disclosure request in the agency’s annual report to the Council:

1. Whether the agency complied with the requirement to make an initial response to the disclosure request within five days; and
2. If the agency took more than six months to close a request (or if a request remains open more than six months from when it was received), an explanation of why the request was not closed more promptly.

The amendment would also require that the agency annual reports be submitted as electronic spreadsheets to make them easier to review and analyze.
AMENDMENT

Amendment 1 (p. 11 of these materials) would make two technical changes in the proposed ordinance. No substantive change is intended.[image: image1]
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