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SUBJECT

Providing for implementation of Public Benefit Rating System (“PBRS”) Active Trail Linkage strategies.
SUMMARY
In 2011, the Executive transmitted a report that recommended strategies to support the implementation of the new “Active Trail Linkages” category of PBRS resource types.  Proposed Motion 2012-0190 directs the Executive to proceed with implementation of those recommended strategies.  
BACKGROUND
The County’s Public Benefits Rating System (K.C.C 20.36) is intended to encourage owners of private lands that have potential public benefits, such as open space lands, to retain those lands in their natural condition.  Property tax benefits are provided to those landowners, in exchange for their agreement to provide the public benefit that results from retaining the lands in their natural state.  

In 2010, the Council adopted Ordinance 16942 that added a new category to the kinds of land resources to which this tax benefit could apply.  The legislation was intended to strengthen the regional trails system by supporting connections between regional trails and points of interest such as transportation hubs, retail concentrations, arts and cultural complexes and similar destinations.  It was based on the recognition that increasing numbers of trail users are utilizing regional trails both for recreation, and for alternative transportation needs, and that user destinations may be separated from trails by one or more private land ownerships.  The measure authorized a property tax consideration for those owners willing to allow a linkage across their property between a regional trail and a regional point of interest.
The legislation also required the Executive to prepare a report addressing means to most effectively implement the legislation.  

That report was completed and transmitted in October, 2011.  In summary, it indicated that:

· Creating active trail linkages in urban areas could be challenging, but could complement other trail expansion efforts;

· There are several strategies that could be pursued in support of the purposes of the legislation, including:  

· Develop a King County Parks web page describing opportunities for donating property or easements to the Parks system, incorporating information about active trail linkages;
· Link the Parks web page to the Water and Land Resources Division's PBRS web page;
· Have the Department of Development and Environmental Services create a customer service bulletin about active trail linkages;
· Reduce or waive PBRS application fees for landowners interested in enrolling properties in the active trail linkage category; and
· Conduct a targeted mailing to landowners within areas that have potential for active trail linkages.
Proposed Motion 2012-0190 has been prepared in response to the Executive’s identification of the strategies described above.  The motion summarizes the recommended strategies, and directs the Executive to move forward with their implementation.  The motion recognizes that there may be legislation required to implement one or more of the strategies; it directs that any such needed legislation be prepared and transmitted for Council consideration by February 1, 2013.
ANALYSIS
These strategies appear to be reasonable and functional approaches towards moving forward with the purposes of Ordinance 16942, establishing the PBRS resource category known as Active Trail Linkages.  To the extent that these strategies are able to encourage or support landowners in accessing the available property tax benefits, connections between regional trails and transportation networks, retail centers, arts and cultural complexes and similar destinations could result, benefitting both the landowner and the public, and enhancing the value of the regional trails system.  
REASONABLENESS

Approval of Proposed Motion 2012-0190 appears to be a reasonable business decision.
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