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August 19, 2008
The Honorable Julia Patterson 
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Patterson:
I am pleased to transmit to the King County Council an ordinance authorizing King County to enter into a 30-year use agreement with the Lake Washington Youth Soccer Association (LWYSA) for the construction, development, programming use, and maintenance of multiuse fields at Sixty Acres Park.  I believe this agreement is in the best interest of King County park users and taxpayers.

King County Ordinance number 14509 authorized the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks to create new public recreational opportunities by empowering user groups, sports associations, and community organizations to develop, operate, maintain, and program mutually agreed upon capital improvements for public recreation facilities on King County land, and thereby address regional and/or rural recreation needs without encumbering new tax funded operations and maintenance costs.
The LWYSA represents almost 7,000 youth in both the incorporated and unincorporated region of northeast King County.  In recent years, King County has had challenges in meeting the field needs of organizations such as LWYSA and others which have been the result of the rapid increase in population within the county.  Converting sand based soccer fields to synthetic turf at Marymoor Park to allow for year round play has helped to address just a small fraction of the need.  Increasing the number of fields in partnership with others is another mechanism to address ongoing needs.  King County has had a long and extensive partnership at Sixty Acres North Park where tens of thousands of youth have honed their skills in soccer and other sports over the last 25 years.  Growing this by including Sixty Acres South Park partnership is a logical step and consistent with the Parks Business Plan.  

This agreement will result in LWYSA developing a large multiuse field area that will accommodate up to seven (7) new athletic fields depending on configuration.  It will be developed in a manner that also compliments other field user groups and drop in use from groups such as ultimate Frisbee, the Boy Scouts of America who frequently launch rockets at this site, as well as the Seattle Area Soaring Society that utilize this site for their launching of radio controlled sailplanes.  The LWYSA will be solely responsible to secure and provide all funding needed to design and construct the athletic field facility.  In addition, LWYSA will schedule and maintain the site consistent with the terms outlined within this agreement.  
It is intended that the LWYSA shall have first priority of use of the facility, yet will ensure access is readily available for scheduling and drop in use to the general public and other recreational organizations.  LWYSA will maintain a scheduling website that identifies ongoing scheduled uses as well as time dedicated to drop in use.  
As part of the intent to enter into the proposed lease agreement, the Parks and Recreation Division issued a Determination of Nonsignficance (DNS) that included a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) environmental checklist.  The DNS notice was posted at Sixty Acres Park on May 21, 2008, for the 14-day public comment period.  A total of 18 comments were received.  Attached is the DNS and SEPA package as well as a copy of the response sent to those who provided comments.  
If you have any questions about this proposed agreement, please feel free to contact Kevin Brown, Director of the Parks and Recreation Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-8631.
Thank you for your consideration of this proposed ordinance.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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