
REGULATORY NOTE


CHECKLIST OF CRITERIA

Proposed No.:  _____________
Prepared By:_Warren Cheney___ ________







Date:_August 31, 2011___

  Yes     No     N/A
 [  ]  [  ]  [X]

NEED:  Does the proposed regulation respond to a specific, identifiable need? If yes then explain.
 [  ]  [  ]  [  ]

If so, is county government the most appropriate organization to address this need? If yes then explain.
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

ECONOMY & JOB GROWTH:  Has the economic impact of the proposed regulation been reviewed to ensure it will not have a long-term adverse impact on the economy and job growth in King County?




If yes then explain.



Proposed fee adjustments are revenue neutral, and do not shift fiscal burdens between customer classes. 
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

PURPOSE:  Is the purpose of the proposed ordinance clear? Describe the purpose of the ordinance.



The purpose is convert hourly charges to fixed fee amounts for permitting services.
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

Are the steps for implementation clear? Describe the steps for implementation.



Steps include re-programming permit tracking and other financial software, advertising the fee changes to DDES customers, and training DDES staff to apply the new or changed fees.




 [  ]  [  ]  [X]

EVALUATION:  Does the proposed ordinance identify specific measurable outcomes that the proposed regulation should achieve? Describe the measurable outcomes.
Page 2

  Yes     No     N/A
 [  ]  [  ]   [X]

Is an evaluation process identified? Describe the evaluation process.
 [X]  [  ]   [  ]

INTERESTED PARTIES:  Has adequate collaboration occurred with all those affected by the proposed regulation (including the public, the regulated and the regulators)? Describe the level of collaboration that has been performed.



DDES has met with and presented the plan to convert from hourly charges to fixed fees to developers and the public via unincorporated area councils, stakeholder meetings, legislative hearings, and public notice on its website.  The current proposal is the completion of the conversion process that DDES began with the 2011 fee ordinance.
 [X]  [  ]   [ ]

COSTS & BENEFITS:  Will the proposed regulation achieve the goal with the minimum cost and burden?

 [X]  [  ]  [ ]

Has the cost of not adopting the proposed regulation been considered? Describe and quantify the cost of not adopting the proposed regulation.



Continuing to charge customers on an hourly basis would prevent DDES from achieving the cost savings obtainable via a simpler fixed fee approach.  Higher costs would ultimately be passed on to customers.
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

Do the benefits of the proposed regulations outweigh the costs? Describe and the cost and benefits of proposed regulation.
 [  ]  [  ]  [X]

VOLUNTARY COMPLIANCE:  Does the proposed ordinance inspire voluntary compliance? Describe how voluntary compliance is anticipated to take place.
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

CLARITY:  Is the proposed ordinance written clearly and concisely, without ambiguities?
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

CONSISTENCY:  Is the proposed regulation consistent with existing federal, state and local statutes?
