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July 23, 2013


The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

This letter transmits an ordinance that will enable King County to move ahead with planning for the development of the Eastside Rail Corridor (Corridor) to meet multiple-use objectives, in collaboration and cooperation with the City of Bellevue. The adoption of this ordinance would be another step toward realizing the benefits of keeping the Corridor in contiguous public ownership through acquisitions by King County and the other current owners of the Corridor.

This legislation relates to eminent domain proceedings initiated by the City of Bellevue (the City) to acquire property interests in the Corridor that would enable the City to move forward with the implementation of the NE 4th extension project. Timely acquisition of such rights will allow the City to meet requirements set forth in a federal grant that is providing funds for the extension project. Passage of this legislation will provide King County Council approval for the County to execute an agreed court order through which the City will acquire the needed property interests and project implementation flexibility in return for financial considerations provided to King County.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This legislation approves and adopts the agreed judgment and decree of appropriation negotiated between King County and the City and authorizes the Executive to direct the Prosecuting Attorney to execute these instruments. It authorizes the Executive to implement the terms of the agreed judgment and decree upon their approval through a grant of a permanent easement and a temporary construction easement to the City and through other necessary measures. The agreed judgment and decree of appropriation results in the payment by the City to King County of a possession payment, at the sum of $202,030, for the easements, and a sewer impact fee, at the sum of $234,253, for impacts to the Eastside Sewer Interceptor from the NE 4th extension project. The agreed judgment and decree of appropriation specifically addresses railbanking-related issues, including trail-related matters and the potential for reactivation of freight use on this railbanked portion of the Corridor, helping ensure that railbanking and potential reactivation costs related to modifications of the Corridor are appropriately assigned.

This legislation advances the goals of the County’s Strategic Plan by encouraging vibrant, prosperous, and sustainable communities and safeguarding and enhancing King County’s natural resources and environment. This legislation advances the goals of the County’s Equity and Social Justice Initiative by supporting ongoing public access for all people to the Eastside Rail Corridor as a safe, clean, and quality outdoor space and facility that will serve the interests of the citizens of the region.

This legislation supports the objectives and strategies of the Strategic Climate Action Plan by enabling the further development of the Corridor as part of an integrated transportation system encompassing efficient motorized and non-motorized means of transportation.

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This important legislation will help King County residents realize the benefits of King County’s and the region’s efforts to keep the Corridor in public ownership and available for multiple valued uses. I urge your support for this ordinance and look forward to continuing to work with the Council to advance the development of the corridor as a regional asset. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Bob Burns, Deputy Director of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-263-6296.

Sincerely,




Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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