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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES, PARKS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	3
	DATE:
	April 18, 2002

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2002-0138
	PREPARED BY:
	Monica Clarke


SUBJECT:
Proposed Motion 2002-0138 relates to the Conservation Futures program 


and fulfilling the matching requirement for the city of Enumclaw’s 



Newaukum Creek project 
BACKGROUND:
Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) funds are collected county-wide as a dedicated portion of the property tax and are, by state law, available only for the acquisition of open space and resource lands.  King County code establishes a process for an annual allocation of CFT funds.  The King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee, composed of 16 members, one from each council district and three at-large members, is charged with making annual recommendations to the Executive and the Council on CFT allocations. In developing its recommendations, the CFT Committee uses criteria approved by the Council that address the following priorities: preserving salmon and wildlife habitat, providing green spaces within cities, protecting rural forestry, and providing passive recreation and outdoor education opportunities. A portion of CFT funds are also allocated by the Council through the annual county budget process.
SUMMARY
In September 2001, the CFT Committee recommended and the Council approved $9.6 million in available CFT funds to 23 projects in unincorporated King County, the city of Seattle and 8 suburban cities. One of the approved suburban projects included the allocation of $460,000 to the city of Enumclaw to purchase a 58.25-acre undeveloped property on Newaukum Creek at the confluence of Big Spring Creek.  The property is located outside the city limits in unincorporated King County and adjacent to the city’s 30-acre Mahler Park which is managed as passive recreation/open space.
Pursuant to county code and a pending interlocal agreement
 (ILA) between the county and the city of Enumclaw, the city must provide a matching contribution equal to the value of CFT funds allocated to the project. The match may consist of cash or other open space land adjacent to the CFT property.  
In this case, the CFT allocation of $460,000 is sufficient to purchase the entire 58.25-acre property. The city of Enumclaw has not provided a specific matching contribution. In order to fulfill the matching requirement, the city and the county propose an arrangement in which King County will purchase 67 acres of nearby habitat lands known as the Big Spring Creek Acquisition Area using a $525,000 SRFB (Salmon Recovery Funding Board) grant. In addition, the county and the city propose exchanging conservation easements on each of these properties. The value of the Big Spring Creek Acquisition Area and the conservation easements exceed the value of the $460,000 to be awarded to the city for the Newaukum Creek acquisition.
The city has asked the Council to confirm that the Enumclaw-King County proposal meets the intent of the matching requirement policy and has indicated it will adopt the ILA if the matching proposal is confirmed and approved by the County Council.  Proposed Motion 2002-0138 confirms that the proposal meets the matching requirement in the Conservation Futures program. The CFT Citizens Committee has forwarded a letter to Councilmember Edmonds confirming its recommendation of this project (see Attachment 3).
ATTENDING:


David Tiemann, Open Space Planner, Department of Natural Resources & Parks
ATTACHMENTS:


1.  Proposed Motion 2002-0138 with attachments
2.  Transmittal letter dated March 15, 2002
3.  Letter from Carol James, Chair, CFT Citizens Committee

4.  Map of Enumclaw area

� An ILA is required to disburse CFT funds to the city. King County adopted the interlocal agreement in September 2001. The city has not adopted the ILA.
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