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January 30, 2015


The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council 
Room 1200 
C O U R T H O U S E 

Dear Councilmember Phillips:
 
This letter transmits a motion and report documenting an action plan for changes to the food program permit fee structure in compliance with the 2015/2016 Biennial Budget Ordinance, Ordinance 17941, Section 98, Proviso P1, part 2.  The report identifies further actions and detail on strategies to lower permit fees while maintaining food safety.  These strategies will affect Environmental Health Services fees for 2015, which are to be adopted by the Board of Health in the first quarter of 2015—with a particular focus on permits for farmers markets and temporary events.  The attached report is the second in a series of proviso requirements related to permits for food businesses.  

The Environmental Health Services division (EHS) is one of five divisions within Public Health–Seattle & King County.  EHS provides fee-based, grant-based and regional services focused on prevention of disease.  It operates as a full cost recovery division.  The King County Council adopts the operating budget for EHS, but the fee amounts that EHS charges for its services are set by the King County Board of Health.  In November, the Council adopted the 2015-2016 biennial budget for EHS, however the Board of Health has not yet adopted program fees for 2015.  Sometime, during the first quarter the Board of Health will likely act on fees.

As identified in the first installment of this proviso response, the principles the Food Program used for development of mitigation strategies to lower fees and to asses effectiveness in the future, include the following:

· Food safety standards are maintained;
· Services and associated fees are equitably distributed; and
· A rate and fee structure that allows for full operational cost recovery is maintained. 


In this report, the Food Program identifies actions to lower proposed fees for the 2015 permit cycle.  Actions are identified as either mitigation strategies or service reductions and are categorized as near, mid or long-term depending on how much research, analysis and development is required in advance of implementation.  Risk and equity impacts to the public’s health are also described along with a timeline. 

In support of the work of the Board of Health Advisory Committee on Environmental Health fees, the Food Program engaged in a comprehensive stakeholder effort with food permit holders via in-person meetings, email notifications and information on our webpage.  The over 170 participants were mostly farmers market and temporary event vendors with representation from the Farmers Market Association, Washington Restaurant Association, Seattle Food Truck Alliance, Chinatown International District Business Improvement Area, Kiwanis Club, the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, the Seattle Office of Economic Development, and many community organizations.  Nearly 300 comments online were received.  

Comments are generally critical of the increases with most of the attention on proposed increases for permits for farmers market and temporary event vendors.  Stakeholder feedback considered with an equity lens directly informed proposed mitigation strategies for changes in the service model for farmers market and temporary event vendors among others detailed in the Proviso 1, Part 2 report.  Additional stakeholder outreach will be conducted throughout the process of redesigning the oversight model for these permit categories.

Two key goals of the King County Strategic Plan are addressed in this Proviso: Health and Human Potential by providing equitable opportunities for all individuals to realize their full potential; and the Economic Growth and Built Environment goal by supporting a strong, diverse and sustainable economy.

It is estimated that this report required 65 staff hours to produce, costing $5,054. 

Thank you for your acceptance of this report.  We appreciate working together with the Council and the Board of Health to develop fees that meet our goal to protect the public’s health through regulation of food businesses in an affordable way for the industry while maintaining our obligation of full cost recovery. 



If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Christopher McGowan, Budget Administrator, Public Health–Seattle & King County, at 206-263-1408.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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