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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION   

ROAD SERVICES DIVISION 

REPORT TO THE HEARING EXAMINER

PUBLIC HEARING: November 14, 2007 at 1:30 PM or shortly thereafter  
In the Fourth Floor Conference Room

Office of the Hearing Examiner

400 Yesler Way

Seattle, WA  98104

October 15, 2007

PETITION TO VACATE: SW 184th Way 
Transportation   File:
V-2577
Proposed Ordinance:
2007-0474
A.  GENERAL INFORMATION
Petitioner(s):

Vashon Sewer District




c/o Daniel McClary

P.O. Box 4436

Federal Way, WA  98063

(206) 383-4051
Location of Road:
Portion of SW 184th Way 

Thomas Bros. Page 683, 1-F 

Zoning - R-1 & R-1-SO

Adjacent Parcel:

#888760-0135
B.  HISTORY
R.C.W. 36.87 establishes the right of property owners to petition a county legislative body for the vacation of road rights-of-way.  K.C.C. 14.40 establishes King County policies and procedures for accomplishing same.

The petition was filed on October 5, 2006 with the Clerk of the King County Council.  The Department of Transportation, Road Services Division (RSD) circulated the request for vacation, soliciting comments from the agencies listed below.  The petition requested vacation of a portion of  the SW 184th Way right-of-way.
The original petitioner, Daniel McClary was the developer of Vashon Meadows.  Mr. McClary was notified that the waterfall and landscaping features placed at the entrance to the development were constructed in the right-of-way.  He applied for a right-of-way use permit, but the County denied the application on January 18, 2006, Exhibit #2.  The denial letter recognized that the area occupied by the waterfall and landscaping features may not be needed for right-of-way use purposes, and suggested that Mr. McClary pursue a right-of-way vacation.  
In support of the vacation, King County received a letter from the Vashon-Maury Island Chamber of Commerce, dated February 15, 2006, Exhibit #3.  The Chamber of Commerce asks us to consider that “The entrance to Vashon Meadows, with the waterfall is a work of public art in an open space visible to all that drive by.  It is in our public’s best interest to maintain and create more of these types of displays.”  This is in accordance with the Vashon Town Plan, passed by King County Ordinance No. 12395.

Mr. McClary petitioned for the vacation of the area encumbered by the waterfall and landscaping features on behalf of the Vashon Meadows Homeowner’s Association, who held undivided interest in the adjacent tract.  King County’s Prosecuting Attorney was consulted on this matter and it was determined that Mr. McClary did not have signatures authority and he would need the permission of the President of the Homeowner’s Association in order to proceed.  
It was decided that since the majority of the tracts held in undivided interest are encumbered by the Vashon Sewer District’s utilities and easements that the Vashon Meadows Homeowner’s Association would quitclaim the tracts to the Vashon Sewer District, Exhibit #14.  The Vashon Sewer District has sent the RSD a revised petition with all of the appropriate signatures. 

A search of records by staff of the RSD found that King County acquired the subject right-of-way by dedication in the Plat of Vashon Meadows, recorded in Volume 220 of Plats, Page 23, records of King County, Washington.  No public funds were expended in this acquisition. The subject portion of the right-of-way is currently opened for public use and is not maintained by the County.  Therefore in accordance with King County Code 14.40.020 and Ordinance 9164 we consider the subject right-of-way to be “C-Class”.
Compensation for “C-Class” right-of-way is based on 50 percent of the assessed valuation as determined from the records of the Department of Assessments.  The compensation fee is calculated to be $6,331.50 based on a total area of 2,700 square feet.  (Please see the Road Vacation Worksheet in Exhibit #17)  The petitioner has transmitted the necessary fees to King County.

The RSD has confirmed with the King County Utilities Technical Review Committee that the petitioner, the Vashon Sewer District, is considered a Government Agency.  In accordance with King County Code 14.40.020D, compensation due to King County for a road vacation may be waived at the discretion of the King County Council.  Therefore, the RSD recommends that the full amount of compensation due to King County for this petition be waived and refunded to the petitioner.

Notice of this hearing was posted at the termini of the proposed vacation area on October 9, 2007 and published in accordance with requirements of RCW 36.87.060.

C.  REVIEWING AGENCIES AND COMMENTS

	ATTACHMENTS
	AGENCY
	COMMENT

	1. 
	Puget Sound Energy

	Response dated 11/9/2006.  We have no objection to vacate.


	2. 
	Centurty Tel


	Response dated 10/27/2006.  No telephone easement required, vacate this easement.



	3. 
	King County Water District #19


	Response dated 5/10/2007.  Approve Vacation.  
Please note: Attached is a detail of the plat from the original construction of the water main on SW 184th Way.  The water main is not in the vacation area.


	4. 
	Vashon Sewer District


	Response dated 10/24/2006.  Proponent must verify the location of the wetwell, control and emergency generator building, pump station, 2” force main, and the gravity lines that flow into the wetwell. Easements will be required for any of the above in the vacation area.

Please note: The Vashon Sewer District is now the petitioner and will no longer require the survey or easements.



	5. 
	KC DDES 


	Response dated 10/23/2006.  The vacation is acceptable; provided row is maintained for a feasible access for the short plat application to the north and that the area vacated is transferred to the homeowners association for ownership and maintenance.  

Please note:  The attached plan sheet if for Orchard Place Short Plat, the plat lying north of Vashon Meadows.  The access road is outside of the vacation area and will not affect access.

 

	6. 
	KC Traffic Engineering 
	Response dated 4/26/2007. Recommend approval of Right-of-Way vacation


	7. 
	KC Roads Maintenance
	Response dated 11/6/2006. The requested area contains private improvements.  No objection to vacation. 



	8. 
	KC Transportation System Planning


	Response dated 10/25/2006.  Will not have an impact on any proposed transportation plans in area.



	9. 
	KC Transit


	Response dated 11/13/2006.  We are not opposed to the proposed street vacation as it will have no impact on transit operations.



	10. 
	KC WLRD
	Response dated 4/5/2007.  There appears to be no drainage/ stormwater facilities by this vacation.  We have no objections to the request to vacate a portion of SW 184th Way, west of Vashon Hwy SW.



	11. 
	KC Parks Division


	Response dated 10/24/2006.  Parks has no objections  to this request.  Okay to vacate.



	12. 
	KC Office of Open Space


	Response dated 11/3/2006.  There are no acquisition projects in the area of this application and no easements or reservations will be required.



	13. 
	KC Wastewater Treatment
	Response dated 2/6/2007.  No wastewater conveyance line.  We have no objections and recommends this petitioner’s request be approved.


	14. 
	KC Landmarks & Heritage


	Response dated 11/8/2006.  Checked GIS data and have found no cultural resources within the unused vacation area, and we have no comments on this proposal.



	15. 
	KC Property Services
	Response dated 3821/2007.  Real Estate Services has no objection to granting the vacation.



	END OF ATTACHMENTS


D.  OTHER COMMENTS:
None.
E.  ISSUES:
Exhibit #26 Affidavit of Publication is typically received either on the day of the hearing or shortly thereafter.  The Clerk of Council will forward a copy of the affidavit to both the Examiner’s Office and Road Services Division when they receive it.
F.  COUNTY ROAD ENGINEER RECOMMENDATION

The Department of Transportation recommends vacating the right-of-way, and that the full amount of compensation due to King County for this petition be waived and refunded to the petitioner.

G.  EXHIBITS

	Exhibit #
	DESCRIPTION

	1. 
	DOT Report to the Hearing Examiner dated October 15, 2007 with 15 attachments.



	2. 
	Right-of-way use permit denial letter dated 1/19/2006.



	3. 
	Letter dated 2/15/2006 from the Vashon-Maury Island Chamber of Commerce.



	4. 
	Petition transmittal letter dated 10/5/2006 to the Department of Transportation from the Clerk of Council and received 10/9/2006.



	5. 
	Petitioner’s cover letter stating reason for the request dated 10/5/2006.



	6. 
	Petition for Vacation of a County Road including legal descriptions of Petitioner’s properties dated 10/5/2006.



	7. 
	Copy of Filing Fee - Check #482 from petitioner.



	8. 
	Receipt #00808 from the King County Council for Filing Fee.



	9. 
	Vicinity Map Thomas Bros. Page 683, 1-F. 



	10. 
	King County Plat Map of Vashon Meadows, recorded in Volume 220 of Plats, Page 23, records of King County, Washington. 



	11. 
	Map depicting vacation area.



	12. 
	Site Photos



	13. 
	On-Hold Letter dated 1/4/2007 to the petitioner notifying him that the petition did not contain the necessary signatures.



	14. 
	Quitclaim Deed, deeding Tract C from the Vashon Meadow’s Homeowner’s Association to the Vashon Sewer District, recording number 20070209001256, records of King County, Washington.  


	15. 
	Revised Petition signed by the Vashon Sewer District’s representative, Craig Chambers.



	16. 
	Letter dated 6/7/2007 to petitioners identifying DOT recommendation and requesting compensation.  Compensation calculations detailed in compensation worksheet.



	17. 
	 Compensation Worksheet dated 6/7/2007.



	18. 
	 Copy of compensation check in the amount of $6,331.50.



	19. 
	King County Treasurer Deposit Receipt No. 146669, dated 7/17/2007.



	20. 
	Transmittal Letter dated 6/11/2007, to Council providing recommendation of KCDOT and County Road Engineer. 



	21. 
	Ordinance transmittal letter dated 8/30/2007 from King County Executive to Councilmember Larry Phillips. 



	22. 
	Proposed Ordinance 2007-0474



	23. 
	Fiscal Note 



	24. 
	Notice of hearing. 



	25. 
	Affidavit of posting for hearing.



	26. 
	Affidavit of Publication for date of hearing.



	END OF EXHIBITS


 Mailing List Road Vacation File V-2577
October 15, 2007
	Petitioner

Vashon Sewer District

c/o Daniel McClary

P.O. Box 4436

Federal Way, WA 98063

(206) 383-4051


	Carolyn J. Mouton

10023 S.W. 184th Way

Vashon, WA 98070

cjmouton@comcast.net 
(206) 463-0805



	Puget Sound Energy

P.O. Box 97034
MS : OBC-11N

Bellevue, WA  98034

Attn:  Judy McCollum.  

Judy.McCollum@PSE.com 

	Vashon Sewer District

P.O. Box 677

Vashon, WA 98070

Attn: Craig Chambers

(206) 463-9219
Craig.chambers@bhcconsultants.com   

	Vashon Meadows Homeowners Association

c/o Michael R. Goth

18411 100th Court SW

Vashon, WA 98070

(206) 463-1382


	King County Department of Development and Environmental Services (DDES)

MS - OAK-DE-0100

ATTN.: Mike Meins, Engineer II

Land Use Inspection
(206) 296-6678



	Century Tel

8102 Skansie Avenue NW

Gig Harbor, WA  98332

Attn: Judy Emerick

judy.emerick@centurytel.com 
(253) 851-1259

	Comcast

410 Valley Avenue NW

Puyallup, WA  98371

Attn:  Tod Brennan

Tod_brennan@cable.comcast.com 
(253) 864-4313


	Clerk of the Council

MS - KCC-CC-1025 


	King County Water District No. 19

P.O. Box T

Vashon, WA 98070

Attn: Jeff Lakin 

jlakin@water19.com  
(206) 463-9007



	King County DOT - Road Services Division 

MS - KSC-TR-0231

ATTN: Lydia Reynolds-Jones, Managing Engineer

Project Support Services

(206) 296-8210


	King County DOT - Road Services Division

MS – KSC-TR-0231

ATTN: Paulette Norman, P. E., County Road Engineer

(206) 296-8208

	King County DOT - Road Services Division 

MS – KSC-TR-0231

ATTN: Nicole Keller, Vacations Engineer

Road Services Unit

(206) 296-3731


	King County DOT - Road Services Division 

MS – KSC-TR-0231

ATTN: Kelly Whiting, Supervisor

Road Services Unit

(206) 296-6522



	King County DES – Facilities Management Division

MS - ADM-ES-0500

ATTN: Denise Hauck, Real Property Agent

Real Estate Services Section 

(206) 205-5647


	King County DDES – Land Use Services Division

MS - OAK-DE-0100

ATTN.: Kim Claussen, Planner

Current Planning Section

(206) 296-7167



	King County DNRP - Wastewater Treatment Division

MS - KSC-NR-0503

ATTN.: Sarah Gagnon, Supervisor

Right of Way and Permits Unit

(206) 263-3699


	King County DNRP - Parks Division

MS - KSC-NR-0700

ATTN.: Robert Nunnenkamp, Property Agent

Program Development & Land Management

Phone: (206) 263-6207

	King County DNRP - Water & Land Resources Division 

MS - KSC-NR-0600

ATTN.:  Neil Degoojer, Title & Escrow Officer

Capital Projects and Open Space Acquisitions

(206) 205-5127
	King County DNRP - Water & Land Resources Division 

MS - KSC-NR-0600

ATTN: Tom Lew, Engineer

Storm Services

(206) 296-8327



	King County DOT - Road Services Division

MS – RSD-TR-0100

ATTN.: Bill Hintz, Engineer 

Road Maintenance Section  

(206) 296-3709


	King County DOT - Road Services Division MS - KSC-TR–0317

ATTN.: David Gualtieri, Transportation Planner III

CIP and Planning Section  

(206) 263-4704



	King County DOT – Design & Construction 

MS - KSC-TR-0431 

ATTN.: Nancy Gordon, Real Property Agent 

Transit Right-of-Way 

Phone: (206) 684-1411


	King County DOT - Road Services Division 

MS – KSC-TR-0222

ATTN.: Kristen Langley, Developing Review Supervisor

Traffic Engineering Section

(206) 263-6102



	
	King County Executive – Business Relations & Economic Development

MS - STR-CR-0200

ATTN.: Charlie Sundberg, Preservation Planner

King County Landmarks & Heritage Program

(206) 296-8673




END OF MAILING LIST
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