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SUBJECT

An ordinance approving the Sallal Water Association Water System Plan of 2020.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2021-0182 would approve the Sallal Water Association Water System Plan of 2020 (Plan), meeting the requirement for a water utility to provide water service in unincorporated King County.

BACKGROUND 

[bookmark: _Hlk64374122]The Sallal Water Association (Association) is a member-owned, non-profit cooperative that operates a Group A water system adjacent to and within the easterly portion of North Bend in King County Council District 3. The system has approximately 1,664 connections. 

The previous water system plan was approved in 2010 by King County Ordinance 16767.

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.

Additionally, King County has adopted a Comprehensive Plan that includes policies that address water policies for facilities and services, calling for consistency with other adopted plans, pursuit of reclaimed water, water conservation, and protection of water resources.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF SALLAL WATER ASSOCIATION WATER SYSTEM PLAN OF 2020

The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan in December 2020 (see Attachment 4 to this staff report for a more detailed description of the UTRC review). The UTRC found that the Plan meets the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval. Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area: The Association’s service area is located in the eastern part of King County and consists primarily of single-family residences. The service area includes an area that has been designated part of the Urban Growth Area (UGA) for the City of North Bend. The Association has previously reduced its service area from what is identified in the 1991 East King County Coordinated Water System Plan (CWSP) because it found to have insufficient capacity to provide water to the entire area,

The service area has not changed recently and is not expected to change.

Supply: The Association uses water produced from three wells. The two main sources are located north of Rattlesnake Lake in the SPU watershed. A third source is located to the east of Trucktown, just outside the east boundary of North Bend. A fourth well is scheduled to come online in 2021 between the two main sources. Average daily production in 2018 was 412,255 gallons. The Association also has an emergency-only intertie constructed with North Bend, but additional negotiation and engineering is required to integrate the systems.

The UTRC determined that the Sallal Water Association Water System Plan of 2020 demonstrates the ability of the Sallal Water Association to provide service consistent with the requirements of all applicable statutes, codes, rules, and regulations.

Growth: Sallal’s water service population at the end of 2018 was approximately 6,356 people served by 1,664 connections, for 2,678 Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU). Sallal has a water right for 696 acre-feet per year and 1,691 gallons per minute instantaneous capacity. The annual water rights are anticipated to be sufficient for increased future demand to serve 3,334 ERU. 

The Plan shows that the Association is able to meet its duty to serve in the designated retail service area, which includes unincorporated King County but only in line with the adopted growth targets. The Association cannot meet the actual rate of growth. Two separate developments have been denied water by Sallal in the past two years.

System Improvements: The Plan contains a 10-year capital improvement program (CIP) with the approximate cost estimated to be between $14.4 and $16.3 million. The Association proposes to fund its CIP projects with funds from sales of Association memberships, water sales, and funding from the U.S. Rural Development program.  

Major projects include a new 240,000-gallon concrete reservoir is scheduled to come online in 2021, a new well, a new headquarters facility, and a permanent intertie with North Bend. The new reservoir is needed as the Association is currently deficient in storage. 

SEPA: The Association completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan. King County, as lead agency, issued a determination of non-significance for the issuance of the Plan on November 30, 2020. No comments were received on the SEPA notice.

INVITED

· Jae Hill, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2021-0182 (click here for link to Attachment A)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
4. UTRC Matrix
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