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Metropolitan King County Council

Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	4
	Name:
	Peggy Dorothy

	Proposed No.:
	Briefing No. 2004-B0104
	Date:
	May 14, 2004

	Attending:
	Pam Bissonnette, Director, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks 
Theresa Jennings, Division Director, Solid Waste Division, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks


SUBJECT:  A briefing on the status of contracts for the disposal and recycling of construction, demolition and land clearing waste.

BACKGROUND:  In 2001, the county council approved the 2001 Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan and adopted policies to govern operation of the solid waste system in Ordinance No. 14236.  One of the areas for which the council adopted policy direction was the disposal and/or recycling of construction, demolition and landclearing debris (CDL).  The CDL policies are intended to guide the county in the appropriate disposal of wastes that require special handling for disposal.  

Construction, demolition and landclearing waste is generated from construction or demolition activities, and has historically been considered separately from other solid waste.  It is often inert (does not decompose) and much larger, heavier and dustier than other types of waste.  Usually the very larger loads of CDL are generated by commercial contractors or specialized haulers.  Private citizens also sometimes generate CDL, typically through a home remodel project.  This “residential” CDL usually is in smaller quantities, and since private vehicles are used to transport, it is less likely to contain oversize material.
The disposal of CDL wastes in King County is governed by contract between the County and two private contractors (Allied/Rabanco and Waste Management).  Approximately 200,000 tons of CDL waste per year is handled by these contractors.  In these contracts, Allied/Rabanco and Waste Management agreed to develop capital facilities suitable to handle, recycle and eventually dispose of all the CDL waste generated in King County.   Over the ten year term of the contract, four private facilities were developed to handle CDL:  Eastmont, Argo Yard, 3rd & Lander, Black River.  
Also, in the contracts and by County Code (K.C.C. Chapter 10.30), the county designated Allied/Rabanco and Waste Management as the CDL receiving facilities for all non-recyclable CDL waste generated in unincorporated King County and in any jurisdiction with which King County has an interlocal agreement for solid waste management.  That means that any contractor or other generator of CDL waste in the County must either deliver the waste to one of Waste Management’s or Rabanco’s CDL facilities or must make arrangements for Waste Management or Rabanco to pick up the CDL waste.  
The county receives $4.25 per ton in a surcharge for each ton of CDL waste that is not recycled.  The private companies can charge fees for disposal of CDL up to a maximum fee allowed by the County.
“Commercial” construction, demolition and landclearing debris are not accepted at the Cedar Hills Regional Landfill or county transfer stations, but small amounts of “residential” CDL can sometimes be accepted at transfer stations if 
· the waste contains no hazardous materials; 
· is less than 8 feet in length; and
· is not very dusty.  
The county’s contracts with Allied/Rabanco and Waste Management are due to terminate on May 31, 2004.  The Solid Waste Comprehensive Plan policies direct the county to evaluate alternatives for future handling of these wastes that will best suit the region as a whole.   The policies also encourage the county to promote and expand opportunities for recycling of CDL wastes.

Last year, by letter dated July 27, 2003, eight members of the County Council wrote a letter to Theresa Jennings, Division Director, Solid Waste Division, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks, encouraging “swift and timely negotiations of the CDL Contracts” and requested a written status report concerning when negotiations would be completed and when the Division would expect to have an agreed upon contract.
Pam Bissonnette, Director of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks and Theresa Jennings will brief the committee on the status of the negotiations on the CDL contracts. 
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Letter to Theresa Jennings Acting Director, King County Solid Waste Division, dated July 27, 2003.
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