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February 8, 2018


TO:	The Honorable Dow Constantine, King County Executive

FM:	WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee

RE:	WaterWorks Grant Recommendations - Round 3


We would like to thank you for the opportunity to be involved in the review and ranking process for the third round of the WaterWorks grants. Our committee had a series of seven meetings to discuss the criteria, eligibility, water quality benefits, implementation strengths, and community involvement of the projects. 

This year there was a two-step application process, letters of intent and full applications. Out of the original 80 proposals, 36 were invited to submit full applications, 29 submitted full applications, and 23 were selected that are recommended for funding. We were pleased to see many diverse and innovative proposals to improve water quality in the King County Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) service area. We believe the recommended projects are diverse in approach as well as geographic distribution. We are confident these projects will enhance the work of WTD and benefit WTD’s service area and ratepayers.

Because we believe so strongly in the merits of this program, we will continue to evaluate and make recommendations to improve the process. We believe the diversity and quality of proposals are directly related to the increased outreach and excellent staff support from WTD. We would also like to acknowledge the work of internal reviewers from WTD and King County’s Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD); their analyses furthered our understanding of the proposals as we gave careful consideration to the submitted projects.

Included, on the following pages, is our recommended project funding for the WaterWorks Grant Program - Round 3. The initial recommendation list was endorsed unanimously by the WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee. The projects are listed by rank, with proposed funding amounts, plus summary descriptions of how the project meets the selection criteria as directed by the adopted Implementation Guidelines.

This list includes changes from the initial recommendations, following discussions with WTD management. WTD was recommended to receive $113, 203 in funding for the grant proposal “Lower Duwamish Stormwater Solutions”, and declined the grant award, in the interest of providing funding to outside agencies and organizations. The committee met with the WTD Director and staff, and recommended the balance of $113,203 to two projects; City of Shoreline at $63,203 for “NE 148th Street Infiltration Facilities”, and Na’ah Illahee Fund at $50,000 for “Yahowt Permaculture Water Project”. This update is reflected in the recommended project list below.


	Grant Applicant
	Project Title
	Funding
	Rank
	Project Description and Benefits to Water Quality

	EarthCorps
	Sharing Our Resources for the Duwamish
	$30,000
	1
	This project will organize joint workshops, training sessions, and fieldwork to engage young people and build volunteer capacity in the community. EarthCorps will collaborate with other organizations that mobilize youth and young adults in restoration, green stormwater, and environmental justice projects along the Duwamish River to share resources and plan activities. This will benefit water quality directly by implementing stewardship projects, and also build an inclusive green jobs pipeline.

	Nature Vision
	Water Quality Education and Stewardship Project
	$39,622
	2
	This project will provide custom water quality and wastewater education programs, including field trips and small scale restoration projects to students from low income schools. This will benefit water quality by educating students on water quality and wastewater treatment in their watershed, to help them become better informed citizens and contribute positively to the environment and the community.

	City of Seattle
	EnviroStars Business Outreach and Technical Assistance Support for Water Quality Actions
	$100,000
	3
	This project will provide onsite, in-language program promotion and application assistance for EnviroStars, the statewide green business recognition program, to minority-owned and operated businesses in King County. This will benefit water quality by working with businesses to adopt best practices including spill response and prevention; proper disposal of fats, oils, and grease; and pollution prevention. 

	EarthCorps
	Duwamish River Stewards
	$25,000
	4
	This project will coordinate long term, trained volunteers to restore and maintain nearshore sites. Long term partners include the Duwamish Alive Coalition, and landowners Port of Seattle, King County Parks, and city of Tukwila. This will benefit water quality by providing on-the-ground improvements to greenspaces along the Duwamish River.

	Trout Unlimited
	Lower Laughing Jacobs Creek Channel and Water Quality Restoration Feasibility Study
	$151,062
	5
	This project will conduct a feasibility study and develop a planning document to direct future stream restoration on lower Laughing Jacobs Creek in Issaquah, WA. This will benefit water quality by preparing for future restoration activities that will benefit listed salmonids (i.e., salmon and trout), and provide an opportunity to educate the public on stream restoration and the importance of maintaining and improving water quality.

	World Relief
	Hillside Paradise Parking Plots Community Garden
	$144,227
	6
	This project will install green stormwater infrastructure features at a community garden, including cisterns, rain garden, and retention pond. Culturally accessible education will be provided to the community of refugee and immigrant gardeners. This will benefit water quality by reducing runoff and providing a proactive example of addressing stormwater.

	Tilth Alliance
	Soil and Water Stewardship Training Program
	$150,000
	7
	This project will train volunteers who will lead water quality improvement projects and serve as watershed ambassadors to communities in King County outside Seattle. This will benefit water quality by encouraging ratepayers and community organizations to adopt natural yard care practices, better manage runoff, and install a spectrum of green stormwater infrastructure.

	United Indians of All Tribes
	Labateyah Native Water Stewards
	$59,000
	8
	This project will provide an on-the-ground raingarden project, paid internships, and an environmental stewardship program. Labateyah Youth Home in Crown Hill provides transitional housing and wraparound support services to at-risk youth ages 18-24, with a focus on culturally appropriate services for Native youth. This will benefit water quality by reducing stormwater runoff, while also educating and empowering underserved youth to engage in water stewardship and advocacy.

	Forterra
	Green Buffers to Clean the Green
	$89,543
	9
	This project will engage residents, control noxious riparian weeds from Tukwila to Auburn, and revegetate riparian buffers along the Green River Trail. This will benefit water quality by restoring riparian vegetation, reducing water temperature by providing shade, and educating and involving residents.

	National Audubon Society
	Clean Water for the Birds: Education & Restoration at Seward Park
	$29,500
	10
	This project will provide urban ecosystem education, teen leadership training, and on-the-ground restoration projects in Seward Park and south Seattle. This will benefit water quality by restoring forests and building an environmental ethic.

	Pacific Marine Research
	Marine Science Afloat
	$35,000
	11
	This project will raise awareness and understanding of our local marine environment among youth and communities of the Pacific Northwest, by teaching students during a 5 ½ hour session in a hands-on marine science floating classroom aboard a 65 foot research ship on Puget Sound. The cost for this experiential, educational experience is $40 per student. This grant will help establish a scholarship fund for low income schools. Fifth grade classes from Title 1 (40% of the student population receives free or reduced lunch) schools will be invited to participate. There are significant matching funds for this grant of almost 4 to 1 in cash and in-kind matches. This will benefit water quality by educating and training future stewards of Puget Sound.

	Seattle Parks Foundation
	Duwamish Valley Green Connections
	$100,000
	12
	This project will conduct design, permitting and installation of green stormwater infrastructure through a business-community-government-NGO collaborative. This will benefit water quality by reducing stormwater run-off from roadways and other paved areas.

	City of Redmond
	Public Outreach Truck Wraps - City of Redmond
	$20,000
	13
	This project will "wrap" two City of Redmond closed-circuit TV (CCTV) inspection vehicles with graphical educational outreach material that will inform the public about potential threats to surface water quality and best practices. This will benefit water quality by educating the public and reducing contaminants and trash from sewers, and reducing sanitary sewer overflows.

	National Wildlife Federation
	Water-wise Habitat Stewards Trainings and Demonstration Gardens Education and Action
	$55,000
	14
	This project will train and coordinate volunteers to take action in water-wise gardening techniques at home and in the community, and also install demonstration gardens in Sammamish, Burien, Bellevue, and Renton to improve water quality and create urban habitat corridors for pollinators. This will benefit water quality by educating and inspiring community members to create water-wise gardens.

	Environmental Coalition of South Seattle
	Environmental Stewards
	$60,000
	15
	This project will engage multicultural community groups and underserved populations through bilingual workshops and home visits. This will benefit water quality by working directly with diverse residents to prevent pollution by changing behaviors that negatively impact water quality.

	University of Washington Green Futures Research and Design Lab
	The Sweetgrass Shoreline Restoration Project
	$236,000
	16
	This project will restore urbanized nearshore emergent habitats to improve water quality and provide other ecosystem services by integrating science, planning, and stakeholder participation. This will benefit water quality by developing demonstration sites to show how urbanized nearshore emergent habitats can be restored to improve water quality and shoreline resiliency.

	Pacific Science Center
	Lake Washington Watershed Internship Program
	$97,381
	17
	This project will provide high school students with an opportunity for hands-on learning, mentoring of local elementary students, ecosystem restoration, and monthly stream monitoring. This will benefit water quality by enabling high school students to become informed stewards of the local ecosystem, change behaviors, and share information with their families and greater community.

	Puget Soundkeeper
	Lost Urban Creeks Community Education and Revitalization Project
	$67,500
	18
	This project will initiate a revitalization project to put Springbrook Creek on the map and empower the community to study, steward and celebrate Springbrook Creek through a partnership with Unleash the Brilliance, a diverse youth-mentorship organization. This will benefit water quality by cleanup activities, training youth on water quality monitoring, and beginning a long term plan to address water quality issues.

	City of Kent
	Downey Farmstead Contaminated Soil Removal
	$125,000
	19
	This project will remove arsenic and lead contaminated soil at the Downey Farmstead Restoration Project, to prepare the site for a large, grant funded salmon restoration project. This will benefit water quality by enabling a large scale habitat restoration project to proceed and eliminating a known source of potential contamination within the floodplain.

	Zero Waste Washington
	Plastic Pollution Youth-Created Videos, Outreach and Education in the Duwamish Valley and Beyond
	$108,000
	20
	This project will conduct education about ways to reduce plastic pollution through creating youth-led videos, factsheets, and games, and conducting outreach. This will benefit water quality by reducing plastic pollution, which will help restore the health of local waterbodies and wildlife.

	Northwest Center for Alternatives to Pesticides
	Raindrops to River King County
	$24,962
	21
	This project will provide public education, outreach, and technical assistance to reduce urban pesticide pollution by learning about and practicing pesticide alternatives. This will benefit water quality by reducing pesticide pollutants that enter surface waters.

	City of Shoreline
	NE 148th Street Infiltration Facilities
	$63,203
	22
	This project will construct a bioretention and grid system infiltration facilities, near a future light rail station in an area planned for upzoning and greater density. This will benefit water quality by alleviating local flooding problems, decrease peak flows and stormwater contaminants discharged to Little’s Creek, a tributary of Thornton Creek.

	Na’ah Illahee Fund
	Yahowt Permaculture Water Project
	$50,000
	23
	This project will engage native community members and coordinate with stakeholders on evaluating the water quality of filtration ponds beside Daybreak Star Center at Discovery Park, and plan and design restoration. This will benefit water quality by educating and engaging community members in stewardship activities, and improving function and conditions of the ponds, which filter runoff and drain directly to Puget Sound.

	
	Total
	$1,860,000
	
	



cc:	Mark Isaacson, Division Director, Wastewater Treatment Division, Department of 
    Natural Resources and Parks
