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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:               7

DATE: 

March 7, 2002
BRIEFING No.            2002-B0035
PREPARED BY: 
Clifton Curry & Doug Stevenson
SUBJECT: First Meeting for the Development of Criminal Justice Policy and Council Guidance to the Adult Justice Operational Master Plan.
SUMMARY: King County faces severe financial challenges over the next several years.  Policymakers will have to make hard choices related to what services the county can afford and which must be cut.  Criminal justice expenditures account for over two thirds of the county’s current expense budget, and 75% of the county’s current expense employees.  Consequently, the county will have to make significant reductions in this area.  
In order to make those decisions, the county should have a defined set of policy priorities to make decisions.  Making cuts incrementally or as equally shared percentage reductions in the criminal justice system can actually lead to more cost or make the county less safe.  However, by developing a systems perspective and setting specific policies for criminal justice expenditures, the county can achieve savings and also make the county a safer place to live.
This committee’s workplan, adopted by the full council, sets as a goal the development of criminal justice policies.  This is the first meeting related to developing the framework for these policies.  For most of the county’s history, there was no concerted effort to develop a coordinated criminal justice policy.  The only exception is in the area of juvenile justice, where a systems approach has led to significant savings, systems efficiencies, and reductions in juvenile crime.    
Today staff will ask questions to related to developing a county policy for the use of jail and secure detention, policies for system improvements and the need for alternative sanctions, and policies for a coordinated system of treatment and services for recidivist offenders.
ATTACHMENTS: 

Power Point Presentation: “Developing Criminal Justice Policy: The need for policy direction for King County’s adult justice system”
