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January 30, 2020

The Claudia Balducci
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Dembowski:

This letter transmits a proposed ordinance that would establish the process and guidelines by which cities, tribes, park districts, non-profits and other eligible entities seek and are awarded funding from the following competitive grant programs, which were included in the King County Parks, Recreation, Trails and Open Space Levy:  the Targeted Equity Grant Program, the Open Space – River Corridor Grant Program, the Aquatics Center Grant Program, and the Urban Capital and Open Space Grant Program (the “Parks Levy Grant Programs”), and establish advisory committees to review and make recommendations for grant awards under these programs. 

This ordinance is responsive to Ordinance 18890, which placed the King County Parks Levy proposition on the ballot, and Motion 15378. By passing this ordinance, the King County Council would ensure that roughly $100 million in grant funding will go to improving the quality of life and environment of all residents in King County.  

Specifically, this ordinance will do the following: 

· Implement an advisory committee for each grant to include identification of the number of members as well as stakeholder composition 
· Establish key criteria which will guide the grant application process for potential applicants
· Establish a process by which project awardees notify both the King County Council and the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) about key project milestones
· Establish the process and timeline for each grant program from application to contract execution

The legislation furthers the goals of key County plans and initiatives as follows:

· The legislation furthers the goals of the King County Strategic Plan by striving to reduce disparities and improve overall health and personal well-being to create thriving communities.

· The legislation furthers the King County Equity and Social Justice Initiative goals by establishing additional consideration for all projects and programs located in opportunity and underserved areas of King County.

· The legislation furthers the Strategic Climate Action Plan goals by encouraging land conservation and preservation to help offset the impacts of harmful emissions, and green building design and construction.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]The legislation implements the Rural Economic Strategies Plan (RES) and has the following impacts on unincorporated area residents: in particular the Open Space – River Corridor Grant Program projects will provide multi-benefit projects in the rural area that result in flood risk reduction and habitat enhancement and restoration as well as passive recreation opportunities.

In developing the legislation, DNRP engaged cities, park districts, tribes, environmental non-profits and historically underserved community groups. Feedback from these stakeholders has helped to shape the program guidelines provided as part of this legislation. The Open Space Equity Cabinet and Sound Cities Association have indicated that they support the legislation.

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This important legislation will result in King County residents seeing new parks, open spaces and trails as well as new and renovated recreational facilities. Community planning around parks and recreation and new programs will also result from this legislation.

If your staff have any questions, please feel free to contact Warren Jimenez, Division Director of the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-477-4525.

Sincerely,




Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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