[image: KClogo_v_b_m2]

Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee
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	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Erica Newman
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	2021-0278
	Date:
	October 12, 2021



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2021-0278 would request that the Department of Assessments and county treasurer collaborate to mail out a postcard or letter annually to all property owners.

SUMMARY

The Proposed Motion would request that the Department of Assessments and county treasurer collaborate to mail out a postcard or letter annually to all property owners.  The postcard or letter should include instructions on how taxpayers can view property tax information on the internet, a link to access the website, and include a pie chart with the billing distribution of each property owner's current-year taxes to local taxing districts.

BACKGROUND 

Department of Assessments According to K.C.C. 2.16.210, the Department of Assessments (DOA) is administered by a separately elected county assessor, who oversees the department's five operational divisions and performs the duties specified by general law.[footnoteRef:1]  The primary purpose of the department is to establish the value of property in King County.  Also, the DOA maintains property accounts for parcels, and creates the Property Tax Roll, which results in tax revenue for King County and other jurisdictions.  The DOA is also responsible for processing property appeal responses and property tax exemption services.  The department consists of the following divisions listed below. [1:  RCW 81.112.160] 


· Residential Appraisal Division  

· Program Planning Division 

· Administrative Services Division  

· Accounting Division

· Commercial Division

· Chief Appraiser Division  

As outlined in K.C.C.2.16.210.C, the Administrative Services Division is responsible for managing the department’s public information unit to provide access to computer information regarding assessments, property characteristics, property history, and tax bill information.

King County’s Treasury Operations (Treasury) The Treasury Department is located within the Finance and Business Operations Division (FBOD) and is comprised of the following sections listed below.

· Property Tax
· Tax Foreclosure
· Investment Pool
· Debt Management

The Property Tax Section is responsible for billing, collecting, distributing, and reporting of real and personal property taxes, gambling taxes, and local improvement district assessments.  Under RCW 84.56.050, the county treasurer is required to notify each taxpayer of the amount of the real and personal property, the current and delinquent amount of tax due on the real and personal property and to print on the notice the name of each tax and the levy included in the statement.

According to K.C.C.4A.550.100, property owners listed on the tax roll and with a designated mortgage lender, should be able to view online the information for real estate taxes, fees and charges owed on their property when the lender of a taxpayer has requested and been sent the tax information.  

ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2021-0278 would request the Department of Assessments and the county treasurer to mail out a postcard or letter annually to all property owners, including those without a designated mortgage lender, that displays the information listed below.

1.  Instructions on how to view property tax information on the internet, including a link to the website

2.  A pie chart with the billing distribution of each property owner's current-year taxes to local taxing districts that includes:

· State
· Local school support
· County
· City
· Unincorporated road
· Port
· Fire
· Hospital
· Library
· Ferry
· Flood control
· Other
· Emergency medical services
· Other charges

Currently, the Treasury Section sends a breakdown of how a property owner's taxes are allocated to each of the taxing districts to those property owners who pay their property taxes directly to the county.  The Assessor distributes valuation notices to all property owners that includes a link that will allow property owners to locate their property tax information online.  

This motion would request that the County Treasurer and Assessor notify by mail in a single communication to all property owners of the tax information available online and the breakdown of how each property owner's taxes are allocated.

INVITED

· Richard Watson, Division Director, Department of Assessments
· Carol Basile, County Treasurer, Department of Executive Services

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2021-0278



image1.png
kil

King County




