The Honorable Dow Constantine

February 3, 2009

Page 2


February 3, 2009
The Honorable Julia Patterson
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Patterson:

Enclosed for County Council consideration and adoption is a proposed ordinance relating to the provision of annual commercial fire inspections within the city limits of Skykomish.  If council passes the ordinance, the interlocal agreement will be in place until 2013 and can be extended for up to three additional years. 
Annual commercial fire inspections have never occurred within Skykomish city limits.  However, the City of Skykomish is fully contained within King County Fire District 50’s jurisdiction.  The Fire District has agreed to take responsibility for ensuring that commercial fire inspection services are provided within Skykomish boundaries.  Therefore, this interlocal agreement is with the Fire District, rather than the city.
The enclosed interlocal agreement has been reviewed by the King County Prosecuting Attorney's Office and King County Fire District 50.  The District’s Commission has already given their approval to execute the agreement and the District is in the process of forwarding a signed copy to King County.  
With respect to fiscal impact, the costs of providing service will be covered by hourly inspection charges.  There are only a small number of sites to inspect in Skykomish, so all sites can be inspected over the course of 1-2 business days; this means that the hourly rate for travel expense can be bundled and spread across all customers in Skykomish, therefore reducing the overall cost of fire inspection services to Skykomish commercial businesses.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Stephanie Warden, Director of the Department of Development and Environmental Services, at 206-296-6700.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:   Tom Bristow, Interim Chief of Staff




  Saroja Reddy, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council




  Frank Abe, Communications Director



Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Stephanie Warden, Director, Department of Development and Environmental Services

John Klopfenstein, King County Fire Marshal
