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May 12, 2008
The Honorable Julia Patterson
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E 
Dear Councilmember Patterson:

I am pleased to transmit the enclosed ordinance to authorize an interlocal agreement that will allow the city of Enumclaw’s fire department to conduct fire prevention inspections at the Enumclaw Expo Center, formerly the King County Fairgrounds.  

The city of Enumclaw operates the Enumclaw Expo Center, which was formerly known as the King County Fairgrounds (fairgrounds).  The county transferred the fairgrounds to the city in January, 2007, and the city has operated the property since that time.  The Expo Center is currently located in unincorporated King County, but the city expects to annex the Expo Center later this year, following the county's current comprehensive plan update process.

The King County Fire Marshal or the Fire Marshal’s authorized designee has the responsibility within unincorporated King County for inspection functions to promote compliance with the fire prevention provisions of the International Fire Code and the King County Fire Code.  The city of Enumclaw has its own fire department, and the city's fire chief conducts fire prevention inspection inspections within the city.  

Since the city now owns and operates the Enumclaw Expo Center, the city wishes to have its fire department conduct fire prevention inspections at the Expo Center prior to annexation, when the city's fire department would automatically assume jurisdiction.  
The city and county have negotiated an interlocal agreement to allow the city to conduct fire prevention inspections at the Expo Center.  The agreement is consistent with agreements that the county has entered into with other jurisdictions to assume fire inspection services.  

The county has been supportive of the city of Enumclaw’s efforts to operate the Expo Center, and I urge the council to adopt the enclosed ordinance.  If you need additional information, please contact Grover Cleveland, Business Development Manager in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-263-6049.
Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers


ATTN:  Ross Baker, Chief of Staff




  Saroja Reddy, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council



  Frank Abe, Communications Director


Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget

Theresa Jennings, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

Kevin Brown, Division Director, Parks and Recreation Division, DNRP
John Klopfenstein, King County Fire Marshal
