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SUBJECT
An ordinance relating to transportation concurrency; adopting a new transportation concurrency travel shed boundary map.

SUMMARY
Proposed Ordinance 2011-0462 (Attachment 1) amends the King County Code ("K.C.C.") 14.70.230 to approve a new transportation concurrency travel shed boundary map (Attachment 2), replacing the map approved in 2008.  This map defines the boundaries of the travel sheds.  The proposed boundary changes reflect annexation activity since the 2008 map was adopted.
  The proposed ordinance also makes a minor change to K.C.C. 14.70.270.B to provide that one paper and one electronic copy of the annual concurrency report be transmitted to the Council, rather than 11 paper copies.
BACKGROUND
The concurrency program, a requirement of the State Growth Management Act, seeks to link transportation infrastructure with land use, restricting development in areas where transportation facilities are inadequate.  To this end, the concurrency system for unincorporated King County evaluates travel in 25 large travel sheds.  Travel time data is collected for principal and minor arterials, including certain state routes that function like county arterials.  This data is analyzed to determine if these roads meet the appropriate level of service ("LOS") standard.  The King County Code defines LOS standards ranging from “A” to “F” by average travel times in miles per hour.  LOS A represents the highest travel speed and LOS F the lowest.  As a general rule, rural roads must meet LOS B and urban roads must meet LOS E.  For a travel shed to pass the concurrency test, at least 85 percent of miles on its associated arterials must meet the relevant LOS standard.  Travel times are measured during the afternoon peak on Tuesday through Thursday in March and April, regarded by the Federal Highway Administration as the most appropriate time to measure typical travel conditions.  The Code requires an annual update as well as submission of an annual concurrency report.
Annual Report

The 2011 Annual Report (Attachment 5) is submitted along with Proposed Ordinance 2011-0462.  In addition to explaining the provisions of Proposed Ordinance 2011-0462, the annual report discusses the recession, one impact of which has been very little change in traffic volumes.  Consequently the Road Services Division (“RSD”) opted not to gather travel time data in 2011 as a cost-savings measure.  According to RSD staff, no change in the status of any travel shed would have resulted from data collection.  This is not the first time an annual update has not occurred – the 2004 concurrency map was not updated until 2007 
K.C.C. 14.70.270(C) established an independent expert review panel on concurrency, which reviews the annual concurrency report and evaluates proposed changes to the concurrency model.  Attachment 6 is a letter from Panel Chair Robert Johns, dated September 20, 2011:  As the letter indicates, the panel supports the adjustment of travel shed boundaries in Proposed Ordinance 2011-0462 and concurred that it would not have been productive to update traffic counts in 2011.

The annual report also discusses 2012 RSD concurrency activities.  RSD plans to gather travel time data in March and April of 2012.  Revisions to the concurrency system may be proposed as part of the major update of the King County Comprehensive Plan.  This review could provide the Council with an opportunity to address the code requirement for an annual update.
ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2011-0462 adopts a new concurrency travel shed boundary map for unincorporated King County that reflects annexation activity since the original travel shed boundary map was approved in 2008.  The proposed ordinance also makes a minor update to the King County Code regarding the number of copies of the annual concurrency report that must be transmitted to the Council.  Approval of this essentially technical ordinance constitutes a reasonable business decision.

ATTACHMENTS:
1.  Proposed Ordinance 2011-0462



2.  Attachment A, New Concurrency Travel Shed Boundary Map
3.  Executive’s transmittal letter
4.  Fiscal Note

5.  2011 Update Report
6.  September 20, 2011 Letter from Robert D. Johns
� A separate map is approved by ordinance to designate which travel sheds are open to development or closed to development.  The current map was approved in early 2011 (Ordinance 17040).
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