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January 13, 2011
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

I am pleased to transmit an ordinance authorizing King County to amend an agreement with the State of Washington that will both implement the transfer of a portion of the Soaring Eagle Regional Park to the City of Sammamish and will also protect an additional 248 acres of land for passive recreation. 

Ordinance 16032 authorized an Interlocal Agreement to transfer 30 acres of the 628-acre Soaring Eagle Regional Park to the City of Sammamish.  The Agreement contemplated the removal of the 30-acres of park property from the use restrictions imposed under a separate agreement with the State of Washington Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO Project Agreement).

After extensive negotiations, the County and the State of Washington have agreed to an amendment to the RCO Project Agreement that helps implement the transfer of Soaring Eagle Regional Park and will also protect an additional 248 acres for passive recreation.  This will increase the protected acreage under the RCO Project Agreement from 330 acres to 578 acres.  All of the parties support this solution to address the applicable funding constraints, protect additional property for passive recreation, and allow additional active recreation in certain areas.

I believe that this ordinance authorizing the amendment to the RCO Project Agreement is in the best interest of the public.  The legislation furthers the goals of the County’s strategic plan by safeguarding and enhancing King County’s natural resources and the environment, and I urge your support. 

If you have any questions about the legislation, please feel free to contact Kevin Brown, Director of the Parks and Recreation Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-8631.

Thank you for your consideration of this proposed ordinance.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers

ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy, and Budget

Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

Kevin Brown, Director, Parks and Recreation Division, DNRP
