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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2017-0480 would ask the Executive to assess and improve the safety and security of the regional trails network.

SUMMARY

King County owns and operates more than 175 miles of regional, multi-use trails that are used by thousands of people each day. These trails have been developed and are maintained using funds from voter-approved property tax levies. 

The motion directs the Executive to assess the safety and security of the regional trails network, with a focus on segregating incompatible uses and, in particular, for trails located adjacent to roads, protecting trail users from motor vehicles. The motions asks that this assessment be used to to guide maintenance investments on and near regional trails and, if necessary, to incorporate safety and security investments into planning for the next parks, trails and open space levy.

BACKGROUND 

King County’s parks and recreation system includes 200 parks, 175 miles of regional trails, and 28,000 acres of open space. Policy guidance for acquisition of additional trails, parks or open space, and for maintenance of the assets King County already owns is set by the county’s Open Space Plan, which was most recently updated in 2016.[footnoteRef:1] The 2016 Open Space Plan describes the regional trails network as follows: [1:  Ordinance 18309] 


King County is home to one of the largest nonmotorized regional trail systems in the country. King County and numerous city jurisdictions collectively offer approximately 300 miles of shared-use (multi-purpose) paved and unpaved trails connecting urban areas of the County with rural valleys and mountains, linking communities along the way. King County
stewards approximately 175 miles of the overall network, and several cities and other jurisdictions are responsible for the remaining portions of the current network.

Regional trails are nonmotorized facilities and may be paved or soft-surface (gravel) or a combination of both. Regional trails provide both recreational opportunities and mobility options, connecting users with dedicated nonmotorized routes to parks, work, school and other destinations. Trails can be used for walking, jogging, cycling, skating, and, where appropriate, horseback riding.

Regional trails run through residential neighborhoods, commercial and business districts, and industrial areas, as well as farmlands, river valleys, lake shores, foothills, and dense forests. Routes use abandoned railroad grades, water pipeline and power line corridors, linear parks, river levees and other special features. Some routes use innovative means such as sharing road rights-of-way to fill gaps or extend the network to important destinations. Wooded trail corridors provide routes for wildlife migration throughout the County. Soos Creek Regional Trail, for example, parallels one of the largest wetland corridors in King County; this stream and wetland system provide habitat for hundreds of species of animals.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ordinance 18309 Attachment A Section 2.3.2.2 Regional Trail] 


The Open Space Plan includes policies guiding the uses of the regional trails network, planning for new trails and trail connections, funding for trails and other components of the parks and recreation system, design and development of regional trails, and maintenance of existing trails. Policies that address trail safety, in terms of planning for multiple users, adhering to local and national standards for safe trail design, and planning for and developing trails within the context of an overarching plan to provide a network of connections for King County residents and visitors include:

Policy OS-125: Regional trail corridors serve multiple users and should be designed to accommodate different modes of use. Trail corridors may include separate trail areas for different uses where feasible and practicable.

Policy CIP-138: Regional trails should be developed in accordance with the most recent edition of the King County Regional Trails System Development Guidelines, the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities, United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) Urban Bikeway Design Guide and/ or other appropriate state or national professional guidelines.

Policy CIP-144: Regional trails development should be based on relevant trail plans including Regional Trails Plan (1992), 2016 Regional Trails Needs Report (RTNR), Regional Trail System Network Vision (2012).

Policy CIP-150: Regional trails network planning should be based on the most accurate data and information available, including accurate estimates of trail uses.

Policy SO-147: King County should maintain regional trails in a safe and secure manner. Ongoing maintenance should seek to ensure that trail surfaces are in good condition and that corridor landscaping is maintained to preserve trailside clearance, site lines, and user enjoyment.

Primary funding for the development and maintenance of the regional trails network comes from the voter-approved Parks, Trails and Open Space Levy, which was approved by King County voters in August 2013 and will expire at the end of 2019. The levy allocates funds for acquisition and development of rights of ways for regional trails, development of trailhead facilities, and maintenance and improvement of parks system infrastructure.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ordinance 17568] 


ANALYSIS

King County operates an extensive network of multi-use regional trails. Policies guiding planning, acquisition, design, development, and maintanence of the trails network are included in the adopted Open Space Plan. Funding for these trails is secured primarily through the voter-approved Parks, Trails and Open Space Levy.

The sponsor of Proposed Motion 2017-0480 has indicated that in light of recent events that have led to casualties due to collisions between motor vehicles and pedestrians and bicyclists on trails and walkways, it is important to assess the safety and security of the regional trails network. 

The proposed motion directs the Executive to assess the safety and security of the regional trails network, with a focus on segregating incompatible uses and, in particular, for trails located adjacent to roads, protecting trail users from motor vehicles. The motion asks that the Executive use this assessment to guide maintenance investments on and near regional trails and, if necessary, to incorporate safety and security investments into planning for the next parks, trails and open space levy.
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